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Ve mb en Iraq: Sanctions resulted 
in 7,000 deaths in October 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Almost 7.000 Iraqis mos tlv 
Os children, (hed in October due to malnutrition rf a 
x . la* of medicines caused by the U.N. economic sanc- 
dons, the health ministry said Sunday. Ministry fin- 
! ures quoted by the official news scenes IN a' 

; i B ^7! children under Eve died during Oaotercom- 

-Ul i ill ^ *?, th „ 272 chl . ldren m the same period in 19S9" 

r^UJ y be 5 r ? iln P<** d - ^ ministry 

i^ndnl oL c “““ ren died from malnutrition 1 4V» 

a,, n W ^dren i from acute di^ritoea and 1.247 from tone 
fjr aca: 'Vlx ^ dise “ e - addition, 2,158 people aged more than 50 
h,, . . ' died m October, compared with 2 1 4 in the same neri- 

dtS - ,- ll * ^"ki 98 ° f ,aCk ° f medicine - some^O 

%' died from high blood pressure, 275 from diabetes and 
\\\r, 1,333 from cancer, it said. 
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13th Parliament 

to be inaugurated Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.l — His Majesty King Hussein will inaugural* 
the 13th Parliament on Saturday Nov. 29 with a Speech from 
lh* Throne addressed to a joint session ol the Upper and Lower 
Houses outlining the tfxmoy’s internal and external policies 
and tltt general programmes ol" the government. RjUiwing the 
King's address, the Lower House will hold a separate session 
presided over by the most senior member of ihe deputies lo 
elect a speaker and the House's various committees. Both the 
Upper and Low er Houses will also elect commitiees to prepare 
their respective replies to the Speech from the Throne, to he 
delivered by the speakers of the two Houses ai the Royal 
Court. A Royal Decree which was issued Sunday summoning 
Parliament to convene follow ed Saturday's announcement of 
the fomiation of the new Senate comprising 40 members. 
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4: U.S. demands access to Iraq’s presidential 
4^ palaces, says crisis 6 not over by any means’ 

Th e U.S., which we know has been tempted to be hegemonistic 
in recent years, risked finding itself isolated — French PM 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE UNITED States 
demanded on Sunday 
unfettered access to Iraqi 
president Saddam Hus- 
sein’s palaces and other 
suspect sites for U.N. 
inspectors responsible for 
destroying Iraq’s weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Arguing for keeping all 
U.N. sanctions in place in 
the meantime. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen 
accused Iraq of illegally 
blocking access to 63 sites, 
including the palaces, to 
stash possible biological 
and chemical weapons. 

“Saddam Hussein has 
ruled 63 sites off-limits” to 
the U.N. Commission 
responsible for destroying 
any residual biological" 
chemical or nuclear 
weapons, Mr. Cohen said. 
“Those cannot be off-lim- 
its” 

Mr. Cohen, on the NBC 
programme “Meet The 
Press,” said that as soon as 
inspectors sought access to 
restricted sites, they were 
“either delayed or simply 
obstructed and refused. 
That cannot continue.” 

In a later appearance on 
the CNN programme “Late 
Edition” Mr. Cohen said 
the crisis with Iraq, which 
led to a huge U.S. military 
buildup in the region in the 
past three weeks, was “not 
over by any means.” 

“We’ll know [it’s over] 
when [Iraqi leader] Saddam 
Hussein agrees to allow the 
inspectors unfettered free- 
dom to look at whatever 
sites they believe are sus- 
pect, where he might be 
carrying out illegal activi- 
ties," Mr. Cohen said. 

But Nizar Haradoon, 
Iraq's representative at the 
United Nations, argued that 
Iraq should be allowed to 
restrict access to sites 
‘‘directly related to the pres- 
ident” as a matter of sover- 
eignty, national security 
and dignity. 

“We think that those sites 
should not be visited.” Mr. 
Hamdoon told “Meet The 
Press” on CNN, he added: 
“they have to respect the 
national security, sover- 
eignty and dignity of Iraq." 

Mr. Hussein reportedly 
possesses as many as 47 
palaces. Iraqi officials have 


said Rolf Ekeus, the previ- 
ous executive director of 
the U.N. Commission dis- 
arming Iraq, had agreed to 
special treatment for the 
presidential compounds. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Washington would continue 
to oppose lifting U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq at the 
end of the 1991 Gulf war 
until President Hussein 
complied fully with all rel- 
evant U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 

“What has to happen is 
Iraq has to get a clean bill 
of health on these weapons 
of mass destruction. 
UNSCOM are really the 
doctors here. And unless 
they can give a clean bill of 
health, then Saddam Hus- 
sein is not going to be able 
to get out of this sanctions 
regime.” she said on the 
ABC programme “This 
Week.” 

U.N. arms experts on 
Sunday carried out a sec- 
ond day of inspections after 
Iraq scrapped its ban on 
Americans, as the United 
States rejected Russian 
calls to speed up moves to 
lift sanctions. 

Iraq, meanwhile, con- 
demned the U.S. military 
build-up in the Gulf and 
charged that Washington 
was looking for a new 
excase to attack. 

“I hope we can go on now 
with inspections as we have 
done in the past with no 
problems." said Nils Carl- 
stiom, director of the U.N. 
arms monitoring centre in 
Baghdad. He said inspec- 
tions on Saturday went 
"very well.” 

Mr. Carlstrom said a pri- 
ority of the U.N. teams was 
to verify that dual-use 
equipment moved by the 
Iraqis during the three- 
week break in inspections 
had been returned. 

The U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq 
complained in early 
November that the potential 
military equipment had 
been moved and cameras 
tampered with in the 
absence of inspections. 

Iraq's counterpart to 
UNSCOM said. that “most 
of the material which had 
been moved from a certain 
number of sites in case of 
artack have been returned to 



His Majesty King Hussein receives Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz at 
his residence, 'Bab AI Salam/ on Sunday (Photo by Youssef 'Allan) 

Aziz voices Iraq ’s appreciation of 
Jordan ’s role in resolving crisis 

100 Jordanians leave for Baghdad in show of support 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi deputy prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz described his meeting with His 
j Majesty King Hussein on Sunday as highly 
productive and voiced appreciation for Jor- 
dan's mediating role with Western countries 
to help resolve the Iraqi issue. 

Mr. Aziz, briefing Jordanian editors and 
columnists on the outcome of his country’s 
standoff with the U.N., said he would con- 
vey the details of His Majesty's views to 
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein upon his 
return to Baghdad. He did not reveal further 
information about the meeting but said that 
talks with leaders and officials in Arab 
countries have been taking a new and posi- 


tive turn recently. 

Mr. Aziz, who is expected to leave today 
for Baghdad, visited several Arab countries 
before "coming to Jordan including Moroc- 
co, Egypt and Syria. He described his talks 
with officials, particularly in Cairo and 
Damsacus, as “the beginning of a dialogue" 
but not negoiations. 

Mr. Aziz said he believed there was a 
change not only in the Arab position 
towards Iraq but also on the Internationa] 
level. 

The recent U.S. showdown with Iraq “clear- 
ly reflects that the international balance of 
power is being restored gradually,” said Mr. 
Aziz. “Why would Russia take the initiative. 


(Continued on page 7) 


the sites.” 

“The U.N. experts were 
able to verify [this] during 
their inspections on Satur- 
day,” it said, adding that the 
rest would also be put back 
under U.N. monitoring. 

The latest inspections 
covered 10 sites and were 
carried out without inci- 
dent, said Iraq's arms mon- 
itoring directorate. 

General Hussam Moham- 
mad Amin, head of the 
directorate, pledged that 
Iraq was “ready to co-oper- 
ate fully with the Special 
Commission in order to 
help it complete its mis- 
sion.” 


Meanwhile, French Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin said 
on Sunday the combined 
efforts of other U.N. Secu- 
rity Council members had 
forced the United States to 
soften its stand on Iraq and 
avoid a possible conflict. 

Mr. Jospin, addressing a 
congress of his Socialist 
Party, said France, Russia 
and Britain convinced the 
isolated Americans that the 
United Nations had to offer 
Baghdad some hope that 
trade sanctions against it 
would one day be lifted. 

Now thai the Iraq crisis 
has eased following Bagh- 
dad's decision to re-admit 


American arms experts in 
U.N. disarmament teams, 
Mr. Jospin said he hoped a 
solution to the problem 
could be found. 

The prime minister told 
his fellow socialists the Iraq 
crisis had showed how 
European countries acting 
together could play an 
important role in interna- 
tional affairs. 

"The United States, 
which we know has been 
tempted to be hegemonistic 
in recent years, risked find- 
ing itself isolated and — 
because of the direct and 

(Continued on page 7) 


CSS study reports unemployed at nearly double official figures 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Centre for 
Strategic Studies (CSS) at 
the University of Jordan yes- 
ter % published its long- 
awaited employment study 
putting the percentage of 
jobless Jordanians at almost 
double the official estimates. 

According ro the study, 

conducted last December, 
unemployment ranged 
between 22 and 27.5 per cent 
(depending on what defini- 
tion is used to determine 
w ho is unemployed) com- 
jfcted with a Department of 
Statistics figure of around 15 
percent 

The 27.5 per cent figure 
Published by the CSS' study 
tfrops to 22 per cent if one 
e * c hides from the unem- 
Ptoyed pool those who have 
P 6 ® unsuccessfully search- 
es for a job for over 10 

yeats, those who are looking 
for a job but wilJ not accept 
[he job on the day of the 
interview and those who, 
““fog their search, have 
re fosed one or more job 


offers. 

CSS Director Mustafa 
Hamameh stressed that the 
study was not only restricted 
to finding the national figure 
of unemployment It rather 
explored work ethics and the 
so-called "culture of shame” 
which examines the cultural 
and social influences that 
determine people's behav- 
iour towards employment 

The study also examined 
characteristics of the unem- 
ployed, their behaviour in 
searching for & job, their 
desire to improve their per- 
sonal skills in order to 
increase their chances of 
obtaining a better job and the 
nature of existing remitting 
and training facilities. 

The study defines the 

unemployed as a 
who is 15-64 years-old, able 
to work, does not occupy any 
job. is looking for one and is 
willing to accept a job dunng 
the reference period (which 
in this case was one day). 

Analysts say that having 
two different figures for toe 
unemployed should not be a 
cause for dispute. Important 


factors, such as the definition 
of the unemployed and the 
reference period, can lead to 
different results that do not 
make one more accurate 
than the other. 

The study found that the 
highest rales of unemploy- 
ment are among those who 
are between the ages of 24 
and 15, and those who have a 
diploma or any academic 
qualification less than that. 
Those who are 45-49 years- 
old have the lowest rates of 
unemployment (14.96 per 
cent). People with postgrad- 
uate degrees have the highest 
rate of employment (91.82 
per cent). 

Also the study found that 
the unemployment figure in 
Ma'an was the lowest (2022 
per cent) followed by Aqaba 
(23.03 per cent) followed by 
Amman (25.06 per cent). 
Madaba had the highest per- 
centage of joblessness 
(36.36). 

One of the important areas 
in the study questions the 
effectiveness of national ser- 
vice in the army. The study 
stares that of the 66 per cent 


of men who served in the 
army and are employed, 1 8.6 
per cent acquired personal 
skills in the national service 
that helped them land a job. 
Occupational preference was 
another area examined in the 
study. The study stated that 
the most favoured jobs by 
women included teaching, 
administrative governmental 
professions, sewing and sec- 
retarial jobs. As for men, 
their preferences included 
driving cars, administrative 
governmental professions 
and guarding responsibili- 
ties. 

Two of the jobs that none 
of those interviewed said 
they would take were street 
cleaning and domestic help. 

Results showed that occu- 
pational preferences by 
unemployed men and 
women were limited to 281 
professions. In developed 
countries, however, the num- 
ber of professions reach 
40.000 professions, as stated 
in the International Labour 
Oiganisation (ILO) listing of 
jobs. 

The resemblance in the 


qualifications and prefer- 
ences of job-seekers creates 
high competition among 
them, the study’s findings 
stated This in turn decreases 
their chances of getting a job 
and decreases their ability in 
negotiating with employers 
who have the freedom of to 
be selective. 

The study concludes that 
the responsibility of broad- 
ening the occupational 
boundaries of the unem- 
ployed fells on the educa- 
tional, training, occupational 
and media institutions. 
These institutions need to 
study the nature of the future 
developing economy and 
strive to meet its needs. 

“It is illogical that occupa- 
tional preference for such a 
big sample is limited to a 
modest number of similar 
professions,” the study stat- 
ed. 

The study completed in 24 
days, used a sample of 6,000 
families. It was approved by 
the government of former 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, which allocated JD 
432550 to finance it 


9 Lebanese killed 

Government, Amal accuse 
Israel of attack on civilians 


TYRE (AFP) — The 
Lebanese government and 
the Shiite Amal movement 
both accused Israel of car- 
rying out Sunday’s mortar 
attack on the southern 
Lebanon village of Beit Lif. 
which killed nine civilians. 

But independent 

observers in the Israeli- 
occupied zone, where the 
village is situated, told AFP 
the shelling came from 
Lebanese territory to the 
north of the zone — point- 
ing the blame away from 
the Jewish state. 

Lebanese Social Affairs 
Minister Ayub Hmayed told 
the official ANI news 
agency that “it was the 
Israelis who bombarded 
Belt Lif.” 

The accusation was 


repealed by Amal. who 
have been charged with 
responsibility for the 
shelling by the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

“What happened at Beit 
Lif has all the hallmarks of 
an Israeli policy that tries to 
wreak terror in the villages 
of the zone to try to dis- 
credit the resistance,” said 
an Amal MP, Ali Khreiss. 

The independent sources 
said a total of 1 1 mortar 
rounds slammed into Beit 
Lif, which is situated in the 
western sector of the zone 
occupied by Israel since 
1985 as a buffer against 
guerrilla attacks on its 
northern border. 

The shelling followed a 
two-hour skirmish Saturdav 


night between an Israeli 
patrol and a squad from 
Amal in which four of the 
Lebanese fighters were 
killed, according to 
Lebanese security sources. 

Israel has blamed anti- 
Israeli fighters for the Beit 
Lif massacre, but has not 
pointed the finger of blame 
at any group. 

SLA commander Antoine 
Lahad has accused Amal, 
the Shiite Hizbollah move- 
ment and the Lebanese 
army of involvement in the 
artack. 

Hizbollah, which carries 
out the vast majority of 
anti-Israeli attacks in the 
occupied zone, has made 
no comment on the 
shelling. 


Kingdom, EU to sign association 
agreement today; Crown Prince 
to meet Belgian king, NATO chief 


From Ghalia Alul 
in Brussels 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
arrived in Brussels on Sun- 
day to attend today’s sign- 
ing ceremony of the Euro- 
pean Union (EUklordan 
association agreement 
which will expand the 
scope of cooperation 
between countries of the 
EU and the Kingdom in 
political, security, econom- 
ic and cultural fields. 

During his two-day visit 
in Brussels, Prince Hassan 
will meet with the king of 
Belgium. Albert II, as well 
as with the secretary gener- 
al of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 

(NATO), Javier Solana. 


The Crown Prince will 
also hold talks with Arab 
and Muslim ambassadors in 
Brussels, the 15 European 
foreign ministers as well as 
with president of the Coun- 
cil of the EU, Jacques Poos, 
and President of the Euro- 
pean Commission Jacques 
Santer. 

Speaking to reporters 
ahead on the eve of the 
signing. Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf said the 
agreement is not only tar- 
geted towards enhancing 
economic relations with 
countries of the EU, but 
also developing political 
and security ties. 

‘The accord will pave the 
way for the establishment 
of a political dialogue 
which will address interna- 


tional issues and create a 
mutual stand on these 
issues," said Dr. Khalaf. 

With reference to the eco- 
nomic benefits. Dr. Khalaf 
said the accord will provide 
free access to EU markets 
for Jordan's industrial and 
agricultural products, 
encourage more direct for- 
eign investments into Jor- 
dan and create job opportu- 
nities. 

European products will 
be exempt from customs 
duties within a transitional 
period of 1 2 years. 

The gradual elimination 
of customs duties on Euro- 
pean products will help Jor- 
danian industries adapt 
with the change in order to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Brotherhood internal crisis 
could lead to creation of new 
Islamist party — deputy 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The apparent 
crisis within Lhe Muslim 
Brotherhood deepened 
after its decision to boycott 
this month's parliamentary 
elections and could lead to 
the formation of a second 
Islamic party, some moder- 
ate leaders recently 
expelled from the move- 
ment have said. 

“Nothing prevents the 
formation of a new party” 
said former Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) Deputy Bas- 
sam Emoush, who was 
expelled from the Muslim 
Brotherhood on Friday fol- 
lowing the publication of a 
series of columns in the 
local papers highly critical 
of the movement’s July 
boycott decision. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times yes- 
terday, he implicitly 
accused the party's leader- 
ship of trying to destroy 
Jordan’s oldest political 
movement through internal 
feuds. 

Those who failed to be 
nominated to run in the 
elections took the boycott 
decision, and imposed it on 
the base for purely person- 
al reasons. Dr. Emoush and 
other ‘doves’ have charged. 

The Muslim Brother- 
hood, followed by its polit- 


ical arm, the IAF, boy- 
cotted the elections in 
protest at what it said was 
the steady erosion of par- 
liamentary authority under 
successive governments 

since His Majesty King 
Hussein launched democ- 
ratic moves in 1989. 

The Brotherhood 

expelled Abdullah Akaileh 
and Mohammad Azaydeh, 
two prominent moderate 
leaders, for defying the 
boycott decision. Both won 
in the Nov. 4 elections. 

Dr. Emoush described 
the recent wave of expul- 
sions as "arbitrary and ille- 
gal.” 

"Until now, the Brother- 
hood has never expelled 
anybody unless on moral 
grounds or for membership 
in anti-lslamic or suspect- 
ed organisations," he said. 

Dr. Emoush’s expulsion 
came “in the track of 
destroying the movement 
and for merely personal 
reasons” Dr. Akaileh told 
the Jordan Times. 

"There is a struggle for 
power [in the Brother- 
hood]," Dr. Akaileh stated, 
“and, in the final stage, ali 
moderates will come 
together in a new party. 

“The present patty has no 
future, and there is a basic 
need for a new party. We 
are seriously thinking of 
it,” he added. 


However, the Muslim 
Brotherhood spokesman, 
Jamil Abu Bokr, doubled a 
second Islamic party will 
ever see the light. 

"I do not believe such a 
party' will ever be formed 
and if it does, it will not 
last long,” he said. 

Playing down differ- 
ences. Mr. Abu Bakr main- 
tained that “there are no 
divisions, but only differ- 
ent opinions concerning 
certain issues, which is nat- 
ural." 

The Brotherhood leader- 
ship issued conflicting 
statements during Lhe past 
few weeks regarding its 
inclusion in the Upper 
House. 

In earlier statements, the 
Brotherhood overall leader, 
Abdul Majeed Thneibat, 
said the movement did not 
object to the appointment 
of its members as senators. 
Later on, however, Mr. 
Thneibat retracted such 
statements and said the 
boycott of the Lower 
House elections also 
applied to the Upper 
House. As a result, no 
Islamists were included in 
the 1 3 th Parliament’s 
Upper House, appointed by 
Royal Decree on Saturday. 
Differences within the 


(Continued on page 7) 
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London rejects Mubarak charges 
of harbouring ‘terrorist groups’ 

New security plan to be implemented in tourist areas 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

BRITISH OFFICIALS on 
Sunday vehemently rejected 
accusations by Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak that 
Britain was harbouring 
Islamist “terrorists” responsi- 
ble for a bloody attack on 
tourists last week. 

' ‘We're not protecting ter- 
rorists. We unreservedly con- 
demn all forms of terrorism. 
We are committed to taking 
action against anyone who 
uses the United Kingdom as a 
base for terrorist activity else- 
where," a Home Office 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Mubarak accused Lon- 
don of allowing Islamist 
groups who backed and sup- 
ported the massacre of 58 
tourists in Luxor to live in 
Britain where 'they collect 
funds and [plan] attacks.” 

Six British nationals were 


among those slaughtered last 
Monday when a group of 
Islamists attacked them as 
they visited an ancient temple 
in southern Egypt 

Gamaa Islamiyya, the prin- 
cipal armed Islamist group in 
Egypt claimed responsibility 
for the attack. 

President Mubarak, speak- 
ing at tiie opening of an antiq- 
uities museum at Aswan, said 
if the world cooperated 
against Islamists, the Luxor 
massacre would not have 
taken place, “but the terrorists 
are protected by a country 
like England” 

According to the Egyptian 
press, several leaders of the 
Islamist groups, such as Jihad 
and Tala^eh A1 Fatah benefit 
from political asylum in 
Britain. 

Cairo has sentenced some 
of them to death or prison 
sentences, or has issued arrest 
warrants against them, for 


ordering or financing attacks 
in Egypt 

Responding to further criti- 
cism from the Egyptian 
leader that Britain’s asylum 
laws were too weak, the 
Home Office official said: 
“Our legislation is already 
tough, one of the toughest in 
the world. We intend to 
strengthen it further.” 

Meanwhile, a newspaper 
reported the Egyptian govern- 
ment has launched a new 
security strategy for archaeo- 
logical sites, following Mon- 
day’s massacre. 

The plan includes more 
financing for security, spe- 
cialised anti-terrorist training 
for police, more sophisticated 
weaponry and increased civil- 
ian participation, according to 
the Arabic A1 Akhbar A1 
Yburn newspaper. 

Monday’s shooting attack 
was the deadliest in a five- 


year Islamist campaign to 
oust the secular government 
of President Mubarak and 
install strict Islamist rule. The 
total death toll was 68, includ- 
ing four Egyptians — two of 
them policemen — and the 
six gunmen, killed during 
shoot-outs with police. 

The attack threatens to dev- 
astate Egypt’s $3 billion 
tourism industry, the main- 
stay of its economy. Thou- 
sands of tourists worldwide 
have already cancelled trips to 

Egypt- 

Mr. Mubarak on Tuesday 
visited the scene of the attack, 
at the Temple of Hatshepsut 
in the southern city of Luxor, 
and declared security there “a 
joke.” 

He immediately formed a 
special security committee, 
which recommended the 
strategy announced Saturday. 
He also revamped his security 
forces, firing Interior Minister 


Hassan Alfi, who had super- 
vised the nation’s police. 

His replacement. Habib 
Adli. has continued the 
shake-up, firing or demoting 
senior interior ministry offi- 
cials hired by his predecessor 
and merging the police 
departments that cover 
tourism and antiquities. 

The new security strategy’, 
which Mr. Adli is to discuss 
with parliament Saturday, 
also includes cooperation 
with officials in southern 
Egyptian provinces — espe- 
cially Assiut, the focal point 
of much of the Islamist activ- 
ity. the newspaper said. 

More than 1,150 people 
have been killed in the 
Islamist insurgency, most of 
them police and Islamists. 
Monday's attack signals that 
Islamists are once again tar- 
geting tourists, as they did 
earlier in their insurgency. 


Family of apparent bomb-builder 
disavows knowledge of radical ties 


Palestinian high court 
hears plea for release 
of Hamas activist 


RAMALLAH (AP) — The 
Palestinian supreme court 
heard a petition Sunday for 
the release of a Hamas activist 
arrested following a suicide 
bombing attack in Jerusalem. 

Mohammad Mosleh. a 
teacher, was detained SepL 4, 
the same day that three sui- 
cide bombere blew them- 
selves up in a crowded pedes- 
trian mall in Jerusalem, 
killing five Israelis. 

Mosleh is a member of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). which 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. He was arrested as the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) came under heavy 
pressure from Israel and the 
United States to crack down 
on Hamas. 

Mosleh has never been 
charged, and no evidence has 
been presented against him. 


said Khader Shkirai, director 
of the Palestinian Society for 
Human Rights. ‘The arrest of 
Mosleh was illegal,” he told 
repeaters. “President Arafat 
ordered the arrest without any 
justification.” 

Sunday’s hearing was held 
behind closed doors. Palestin- 
ian officials had no immediate 
comment on their response to 
the petition, but Mr. Shkirai 
said the government argued 
that the high court had no 
jurisdiction in the case. 

The court said it would rule 
on Nov. 30. 

Seven months ago the court 
granted a petition for the 
release of five students at Bir 
Zeit University detained by 
the PNA as Hamas activists. 

The court ordered Me 
A rafat to release them, but 
they were held for four more 
months. 


RAF AT (AP) — The family 
of a Palestinian man who 
apparently blew himself up 
trying to build a bomb said 
Saturday if he was involved 
with Islamists groups, they 
didn't know anything about 
iL 

Badran Abdo, 23, a 
physics and chemistry 
teacher, was killed instantly 
in the explosion at his fam- 
ily home Friday evening. 

An Israeli military offi- 
cial. speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said troops 
found electrical cables, the 
chemical acetone and a 
device for measuring the 
flow of electricity, strongly 
suggesting Abdo was trying 
to make a bomb. 

Rafat, about 30 kilome- 
tres southwest of the West 
Bank city of Nablus, was 
the home of Yehiyeh 
Ayyash. the chief bomb- 
maker for Hamas. 

Ayyash, known as “the 


engineer,” was assassinated 
in January 1996 in an oper- 
ation widely attributed to 
Israel. The killers used an 
explosives-rigged mobile 
phone. 

Rafat is considered a 
Hamas stronghold, bur 
Abdo's family said if he 
was involved with the 
group, they had no knowl- 
edge of it. They said he 
devoted most of his time to 
his studies. 

Abdo's brother, Talal. 
said the explosion occurred 
at about 6 p.m. Friday as 
the family was watching 
television in another room. 
They rushed in and found 
his mangled body. 

The family had just suc- 
ceeded in putting out a fire 
set by the blast when Israeli 
soldiers arrived on the 
scene. The soldiers took the 
body and interrogated fam- 
ily \ members individually, 
they said. 


One of Abdo's three 
brothers. Zaharan, is want- 
ed by Israeli authorities, 
and his father Awad and 
another brother, Bilal, are 
in jail, villagers said. 

They described Abdo as a 
respected teacher who was 
close to his pupils and was 
working on a master’s 
degree in chemistry. 

One Palestinian man was 
picked up for questioning 
after the explosion. Vil- 
lagers said the detained 
man. Majid Ayyash. a 
member of the extended 
Ayyash family, had loaned 
his mobile telephone to 
Abdo shortly before the 
blast. 

Like all other West Bank 
villages, Rafat is adminis- 
tered by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
but Israeli troops retain 
control over security. 



PALESTINIAN INDEPENDENCE: Palestinian youths burn a poster of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu during a celebration for the anniversary of 
President Yasser Arafat's declaration of Palestinian independence Sunday. In the 
West Bank village of Dura Palestinians celebrated by bearing speeches and watch- 
ing military exercises (Reuters photo) 


Israeli army alarmed at rise in 
exemptions for religious Jews 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
government has rejected an 
urgent request from the 
Israeli army to stem a dra- 
matic rise in the number of 
young men exempted from 
military service for reli- 
gious reasons, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported. Sun- 
day. 

The newspaper attributed 
the government’s decisibn 
to ** Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
dependence on the votes of 
Orthodox and ultra-Ortho- 
dox religious parties which 
form part of his ruling 
coalition. 

Under Israel’s conscrip- 
tion rules, 1 8-year-olds can 
gain exemption from 


mandatory military service 
if they are students in reli- 
gious seminaries and 
declare that study of the 
Torah is “their way of life.” 

According to statistics 
released by the army, the 
number of men claiming 
religious exemptions rose 
from four per cent of all 
potential conscripts in 1994 
to nearly eight per cent in 
1997. 

The figure is expected to 
reach 10 per cent by the 
year 2000, Haaretz said. 

A] armed that the flood of 
exemptions will constitute 
a serious manpower prob- 
lem. the army asked the 
government to set a ceiling 
on the number of exemp- 


tions allowed for religious 
reasons. 

Haaretz linked the jump 
in youths seeking exemp- 
tion from military service 
on religious grounds with 
the rise of religious parties 
which account For more 
than a third of Mr. 
Netanyahu's parliumentaiy 
majority. 

Israeli men serve a 
mandatory three years in 
the army, plus' annual 
reserve duty until the" age of 
49. while women serve 19 
months. 

The regular army current- 
ly has some 136,000 sol- 
diers. according to the Tel 
Aviv University Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 


Six corpses fished off Algiers coast — press 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ALGIERS i AFP) — The bodies of six men. their throats oil 
were fished out of the sea near Algiers Saturday, the Algerian 
press reported The corpses of the six, all Asian in origin, were 
believed to hare been dumped in sewers on the outskirts of 
Algiers, and washed out to sea by recent heavy rains, the news- 
papers Liberie and A1 Khabar reported Sunday. They were found 
at Kaa-Essour, near the western Algiers suburb of Bab AI Oued, 
the papers said. There was no immediate official confirmation of 
the reports. Japanese. Chinese, South Korean and Vietamese 
diplomats told AFP that none of their nationals had been report- 
ed missing in recent months, although the Chinese embassy said 
it had no news of two Chinese nationals missing since 1995. 

ESCWA convenes energy meeting in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.i — The Beirut-based Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia (ESCWA) will convene the first session 


of its energy committee in Amman, next week, to be preceded by 
an expert group meeting on prospects for regional and interne- 
gional electricity networks in the ESCWA region, ESCWA said 
in press release yesterday. The two consecutive meetings will take 
place at Amra Hotel between Nov. 25 and 27. The aim of the 
expert group meeting is to provide a forum for national experts 
and officials and representatives of international organisations 
involved in the electric power sector to exchange views and expe- 
riences on various electricity-related issues. 

Six activists killed in Turkish shoot-out 

ANKARA (AFP) — Six members of illegal extreme-left organ- 
isations were killed in a shootout with security forces near Tokat, 
Anatolia news agency reported Sunday. The shooting was 
sparked by the group's refusal to surrender to security forces, the 


agency said, adding that two of the activists were women. The 
report did not say when the incident took place, Turkish authori- 
ties announced in September that the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) was trying to set up a base in the Black Sea region with 
the help of severed underground far-left organisations. 

Three Africans arrested for ‘money cloning 7 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Police in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have arrested three Africans for embezzling people by 
claiming to be able to multiply their money by magic. Al Bayan 
newspaper reported Sunday. The three were arrested in die north- 
ern port city of Ras Al Khaim ah after receiving large sums from 
Emiratis who were promised that their dirhams, the UAE curren- 
cy, would be magically convened intodollars at a very favourable 
exchange rare, the paper said. Around $22,000 and 150,000 


dirhams were seized with the three, whose identities were nor dis- 
closed. 

Former rebel accepts governor's post in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Former rebel leader Lam Afcol 
announced Sunday he had accepted nomination to the office of 
governor of south Sudan’s Upper Nile state. “This was not out of a 
personal desire but in response to a demand by the people of Upper 
Nile,” Mr. Akol said. The president. General Omar Al Bashir, nom- 
inates three candidates to the governorship of each of the 10 south 
Sudanese states, and the legislative council of each state is to select 
from among the three. The governors will join 3 24-raember coor- 
dinating council which is to rule south Sudan under the chairman- 
ship of Assistant President Riek Machar for a four-year transition 
period leading to a referendum on self-deteimmation. Mr. AkoL 
bead of a splinter faction ftom the mainstream Sudan People's Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA). joined a number of other south Sudanese 
factions in alliance with the government about two months ago. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 



TeL 7731 H -19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10... A Show With the Mouse 

14:30 .. 

The Cowboys of the 

Moo mesa 

15:00 ... 


15:15 ... 


15:30 


16:00 


16:30 ... 


17:00 .. 

French Programmes 

19:00 ... 


19: IS 

French programme 

19*30 .. 


1935 . 

...Comedy — Murphy 

Brown 


2<h00 ... 

The Health Show 

2030 .. 


21:10 - 

Highlander 

22:00 .... 

News in English 

2230 ... 



23:15 — — Cosmos 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:46 


06:07 


11:22 _... 


14:13— 


1637 


1738- 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Te). 
632785. 
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SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anuunkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Chinch Td 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Eptmmn Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangefical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangefical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel, 
654932. 

Chord) of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Td. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly, clouds appearing al dif- 
ferent altitudes, and winds south- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 


and seas calm. 


Mia/Max. temp. 

Amman - 08/22 

Aqaba. 15/27 

Deserts. 05/23 

Jordan Valley -14/27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19, Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per cent, 
Aqaba 42 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbafeb Za waideh -.73601 1 

Dc TawfiqQub’ain — 623029 

De Hfcham Kan’an 790286 

Dr. AwrriAIHawamdeh 832350 

Rras pharmacy —— — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy - -644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy’ -.637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De MawnAbuBaklr -.276852 
Al Quds pharmacy (—) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram H addad 985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

GvilDriencgDepatii m 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue ft** — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police— -..—....896390 


Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 


Seurcage Ccn^Jams _897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) „.l2l 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs— 66 1 1 0 1 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co -.636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

LuzntBa 630195 

Hussein Medical Game -J513813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas.J. Amman. .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....—607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ——845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .—666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali —.664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir — 775111/26 

Army. Marka 1.89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for. Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

— - (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— 109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital 109)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

DUBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Carbolic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


— .(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
depanmem at the Queen Alia 
international Airport TeL 
( 08)53200-5 . where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone OS {52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — Sanaa |RJ) 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) 

0835 Jeddah (RJ) 

OWO .New Delhi {RJ) 

09:50 ......Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 


1635 

- — London (RJ) 

16:45 ...New York, Amsterdam (RJi 

18:05 

— .. _.... Kuwait (RJ) 


38:35 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 ■ — .Bangkok (RJ) 

22 : 00 — Kuala Lumpur, Abu 


Dhabi (RJ) 

23:15 ....Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
04.-00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:15 London (BA) 

09:15 .Cairo (MS) 

0930 Al ‘Arish < PFl 

L2.*00 Khartoum (SDj 

13:25 -Bahrain fGF) 

14:30 Doha (QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:00 „Dubai (EK) 

18:00 ; Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 — Athens (OA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 — .Tel Aviv (RW) 


07:25 —Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

0930 Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
06--20 Bonn (RJ) 


^ 10:10 

— Frankfun. London (RJ) 

! 11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

] 12:05 

Kuwait (RJ) 

-1230. 

19HK). 

20:15 

— Cairo (RJ) 

__Kuala Lumpur (add >(RJ) 

20:40 

— - —..Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 


21:15 

— .Dubai, Muscat ( RJ) 

22:45 


Other Flights 

06:00 

08:00 



08:25 


1030 

Al ’Arteh (PFl 

1030 


13:20 

- -Istanbul (SD). 

14:15 


1530. 


1530 


17KW 

Damascus. Dubai (EK) 

19:00 


21:20 


2333. 


0235 


03:00 


Royal Wings (RW) 

0530 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

0630 

Tel Aviv (RW) 

0735 

Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

0830 

Amman (Mari ca Airport) 

(RW) 

_ 

1030 

Afohn fDW! 

11:40 

— Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2030 

Amman (QAIA) (RW); 

2130. 

— Aqaba (RW)J 
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Seminar on small enterprise promotion for 
women in Arab regions opens next month 


JD3.4 billion water investment 
programme to be presented Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor will 
on Dec. 2 attend a work’ 
shop entitled "Regional 
Seminar on Micro and 
Small Enterprise Promotion 
for Women in the Arab 
Region,” which is organised 
by the Noor A I Hussein 
.Foundation fNHF) in asso- 
ciation with the 

International Labour Organ- 
isation tlLOl. according to 
a press release Sunday. 

. In addition to Jordan, ten 
Arab states are involved in 
the workshop, which is 
designed to increase local 
women’s participation in 
economic activity and stim- 
ulate the involvement of 


local official and Arab non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) in developing 
small-size projects, the 
statement continued. 

The three -day workshop 
will focus on the impor- 
tance of involving .Arab 
women in economic devel- 
opment through creatine 
job opportunities to help 
them adjust to develop- 
ments in the region, the 
announcement read. 

The workshop also has the 
objective of helping the par- 
ticipants exchange expertise 
and pioneer experiences in 
implementing small-scale 
projects and building com- 
munication networks, as 


well as creating a dialogue 
among the parties con- 
cerned with development of 
projects both at the private 
and public sector levels, the 
press release continued. 

The workshop is expected 
to create a favourable cli- 
mate to encourage Arab 
women to get involved and 
succeed in carrying out 
small-size projects, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

Taking part in the work- 
shop will be delegations 
representing NGOs and 
experts and representatives 
of the private sector, 
employers, and workers 
associations, the announce- 
ment read. 


Discussion will revolve 
around such topics as the 
status of Arab working 
women involved in small- 
size projects experiments by 
NGOs in developing and 
supporting such projects, 
essential requirements and 
elements for their sustain- 
ability, and obstacles facing 
employed women, the press 
release said. 

The participants will 
emphasise the importance 
of international and regional 
cooperation and the creation 
of communication networks 
in this field at the Arab 
level, the announcement 

concluded. 


AMMAN [J.T.) — Jordan 
will unveil a multi-billion 
dinar water sector invest- 
ment programme covering 
the years 1997-2011 at a 
donor conference set to 
open Monday at the south- 
ern city of Petra, officials 
said Sunday. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther Had- 
dadin will present the esti- 
mated JD3.4 billion pro- 
gramme to over 100 partic- 
ipants, including Arab and 
European ambassadors and 
other representatives of 
donor bodies, according to 
the officials. 


The programme, key to 
resolving the Kingdom’s 
worsening water shortage, 
includes ongoing water 
rehabilitation schemes, new 
dams, irrigation networks, 
and desalination projects. 

The blue-print includes 
five water “peace projects." 
whose implementation was 
made possible after Jordan 
signed a 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

The Petra meeting comes 
close on the heels of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa l MENA) economic 
conference in Doha, where 
a representative of Jordan 


explained to investors and 
water experts that Jordani- 
ans pay over SI per cubic 
metre of water for domestic 
use and more than $2 for 
industrial use. 

Hazem Naser. a senior 
advisor at ihe Ministry 

Water and Irrigation, 
emphasised the need for 
investment in water infra- 
structure. noting that gov- 
ernment investment in the 
water sector accounts for 
one-third of ihe total 
expenditure in Jordan's 
five-year development 
plan. 

Jordan is witnessing an 


over-utilisation of ground 
water and increasing water 
pollution, which will lead 
to major challenges and 
health hazards, he said 

Financing lor water man- 
agement could he secured 
thrcnigh international 
donors and prhaie sctMor 
concessions, Mr. Naser 
suggested. 

Technological JeuMop- 
ments such as desalination 
and conservation are cosily, 
according to Mr. Naser. but 
the population could he 
mobilised to ensure water 
conservation and water 
resource management. 


Fourth centrist parliamentary bloc announced 


Prince opens tourism seminar by stressing 
importance of training industry personnel 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Abdullah Sunday 
opened the 32nd meeting of 
the Jordanian chapter of the 
Golden Helm Society by 
emphasising Jordan's deter- 
mination to investment more 
in training personnel for the 
tourism industry, which he 
said constitutes a prime ele- 
ment of the national economy. 

Prince Abdullah said the 
world community in general 
and the tourism sector in par- 
ticular have expressed their 
appreciation of Jordan's 
efforts to enhance peace and 
security in the Middle East, 
which abounds with tourist 


and archaeological sites. 

Since the conclusion of the 
1994 Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, the Kingdom has been 
witnessing increasing num- 
bers of tourists, he said. 

For this reason. Jordan has 
been building more tourist 
facilities and major hotels in 
Amman and tourist areas, he 
added. 

The Golden Helm Society, 
which was founded in Italy in 
1974, is an oiganisarion dedi- 
cated to promoting 
international tourism. 

The two-day meeting is 
being attended by tourism 
experts and society members 


who will discuss a range of 
topics related to encouraging 
and promoting tourism, 
international tourism rela- 
tions. exchange of expertise, 
and tourism as an industry that 
bolsters economies, according 
to the organisers, the Golden 
Helm Society and Italian tour 
operators. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel 
Biltaji Sunday met with a del- 
egation from the European 
Union (EU) and discussed 
prospects for financing the 
development of the Umm A1 
Rasas archaeological site in 
the Madaba govemorate. 


The delegation members 
expressed interest in the pro- 
ject, which emails protecting 
the mosaics at the site. 

They sad the government 
should give this project priori- 
ty among the various plans for 
which Jordan will request 
financing in its upcoming dis- 
cussions with the EU. 

According to Ministry of 
Tourism sources, the $1 5 mil- 
lion project entails developing 
ibe archaeological site by- 
building a visitors centre, a 
parking lot, and utilities for 
visitors, in addition to provid- 
ing protection to the Byzan- 
tine church mosaics. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A fourth cen- 
trist bloc in the newly- 
elected 13th Parliament 
was announced yesterday. 

The ten-member “Parlia- 
mentary Alliance Bloc” 
includes former Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Lutfi 
Barghouti (Amman 3rd 
District), former ambas- 
sador Amjad Majali 
(Karakk Abdul Karim 
Dughmi (Mafraq), Hmoud 
Khalayleh (Zarqa), former 
minister Abdul Razzaq 
Ensour. former minister 
Samir Qu'war and Salameh 
Hayyari (Balqa). former 
minister Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat (Lrbid), and 


Yousef Shreideh (Kouru 
and North Ghor). 

Three other centrist blocs 
— the 20-member Al 
Wifaq (The Accord), under 
the leadership of National 
Constitutional Party (NCP) 
Secretary' General Abdul 
Hadi Majali, the II -mem- 
ber Democratic Solidarity, 
under the leadership of for- 
mer Lower House Speaker 
Sa'cd Havel Srour, and the 
14-member National Bloc, 
under the leadership of 
Mohammad Abu Hdeib — 
have been formed in the 
past two weeks. 

Though their platforms 
have not yet been 
announced, the four blocs, 
accounting for more than 
two-thirds of the 80-mem - 
ber Lower House, are not 


expected to differ much 
from each other, thus 
anticipating little parlia- 
mentary debate over key 
issues, such as economic 
reforms and normalisation 
of ties with Israel, 
observers have said. 

A fifth bloc, however, 
including Islamic and left- 
ist opposition figures, 
could be Finalised ~ after 
Parliament convenes and 
the Lower House Speaker 
is elected Saturday, (he 
projected bloc’s architects 
have said. 

This projected fifth bloc 
could include Khalil Had- 
dadin, secretary general of 
the Jordanian Arab Ba'ath 
Socialist Party, the only 
two former Muslim Broth- 
erhood members who ran 


in the No\. 4 elections, 
Abdullah Akuileh iTallleh) 
and Mohammad Azaydeh 
(Madaba), Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic 
Party's Bassani Haddadin 
(Zarqa). Ba’atlii.st 

Nushu’at Humumeh. and 
leftists Mohammad 

Bataineh ( lrbid t. Moham- 
mad Adhayleh ( Karat), 
and Khaled Tarawneh 
(Karaki. former senator 
and director of the Civil 
Defence Depart me m. 

‘ In a recent interview 
with the Jordan Times, 
however. Mr. Haddadin 
said discussions among 
ihesc deputies were still 
under way and no final 
decision was reached on 
the establishment of a 
bloc. 


International 
competition seeks 
children's artwork 


Tourism ministry announces 
traditional market at Petra 
to open by year's end 


Jordan will take part in Tehran 
conference next month — Majali 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government of India has 
announced the 49th annual 
Shankar International 
Children’s Competition, a 
contest that encourages 
competitors from around 
the world to submit their 
own drawings, paintings, 
or written works. 

The main objective of 
the competition, which is 
open to participants bom 
on or after Jan. 1, 19S2 
from every country, is to 
promote understanding 

among the children of the 
world, according to the 
organisers. 

Entries may cover any 
topic or theme in two main 
categories, paintings/draw- 
ings or written works. 

Visual submissions can 
be in any medium and 
should be larger than 30 x 
40 cm in size. Written sub- 


missions can take the form 
of poems, plays, short sto- 
ries, essays, or descriptive 
writing and must be in 
English. Each competitor 
may submit up to six 
entries in each category. 

The prizes for the win- 
ners include the President 
of India's Gold Medal for 
the best visual entry, the 
Shankar Award for the best 
written work, 24 Jawahar- 
lal Nehru Memorial Gold 
Medals, and other awards 
and medals. 

The Shankar 

International Children's 
Competition was started in 
1949 by K. Shankar Pillai, 
a political economist who 
became an author and 
illustrator of children’s 
books. 

For more information, 
please contact the Indian 
embassy in Amman. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities has Finalised all 
the technical arrangements 
for the creation of the Petra 
traditional market, which 
is expected to be formally 
opened towards the end of 
this year, according to lhab 
Ammarin, assistant direc- 
tor of the ministry's tourist 
projects department. 

The project has the goal 
of protecting the archaeo- 
logical sites of Petra and 
entails transferring local 
souvenir peddlers from the 
middle of the ancient site 


By Nadia Makhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The sense of 
the tremendous amount of 
energy released during 
moments of creativity is felt 
in the works of Gulgee, one 
of Pakistan’s famous callig- 
raphy artists, whose works 
are on display for the first 
time in Jordan at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts. 

The exhibition, which 
was opened by HRH 
Princess Rani a. is a father 
and son event, displaying 
paintings by the father and 
sculptures by the son, both 
dominant artists of our time 
and strongly influenced by 
Islam. 

"After achieving such 
works.. .such an outburst 
leaves me exhausted, thor- 
oughly drained, but exhila- 
rated." Gulgee said. 

Gulgee's approach to cre- 
ativity thus is more compa- 
rable to Japanese calligra- 
phers than other contempo- 
rary Islamic artists, who 
find expression through 
carefully studied and exe- 
cuted calligraphy composi- 
tion. 

Gulgee, who is over sev- 
enty years of age. still 
paints elaborate arabesques 
and complicated calligraph- 
ic arrangements. 

His ability to combine 
aesthetic power with math- 
ematical precision fmds an 
awe-inspiring expression in 
his work with semi-pre- 
cious stones, especially 
lapis lazuli. 

"My creations are sponta- 
neous. You are relaying 


to the visitors centre, 
which is known as the 
“tourist park,” he said. 

The project is expected to 
yield substantial economic 
beneFits for the local mer- 
chants in souvenirs and tra- 
ditional handicrafts since 
they will be gathered in a 
central location instead of 
dispersed over a wide area, 
according to Mr. Ammarin. 

The project comprises a 
row of stores and work- 
shops of traditional handi- 
crafts adjoined by basic 
utilities and services, in 
addition to restaurants, 


your part of a cosmic 
awareness, you are part of 
God, and you are part of the 
universe. That spirit flows 
through you into your work 
and you are just a channel 
through which that feeling 
flows. You get into a state 
of ecstasy when you work,” 
he explained. 

Gulgee, who is known as 
the “revered flower" said he 
creates his art under the 
influence of a mystical 
power, the instrument of a 
viral force that resounds in 
his being. 

"It gives me the power to 
reach out to the very edges 
of space and time, to create 
from the primordial residue 
[and] to become one with 
an entire cosmic feeling," 
he explained. 

He displays his pride of 
art and God, for which he 
said “I have no place for the 
practice of religion because 
it takes me away from God. 

I am the Sufi mystic who. 
can communicate on a 
higher plane. 

“For me, Allah is power 
and majesty and beauty on 
the ultimate scale," he stat- 
ed. 

On why he chose Islamic 
art and why he tries to 
express it in such perspec- 
tives. he replied “in today’s 
world, the voice of the east 
has little chance to be heard 
in the west and thus misun- 
derstandings occur, and the 
comprehension that all 
human beings are alike 
fades away. 

“This is particularly true 
in the case of Islam, where 
an... incorrect image pre- 
vails in the Western world 


cafeterias, sanitary units, 
and other essential ser- 
vices, he explained. 

According to Mr. 

Ammarin, the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
has prepared the designs 
for the 1 ,300 square metre 
area of the project in asso- 
ciation with the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities. 

The ministry has 

announced a tender invit- 
ing local firms to submit 
bids for the plan, which 
should be completed 
before the end of 1997, he 
said. 


at large," he added. 

"Contrary to the common 
perception that Islam is a 
religion of fanatics and 
shuns art and artists, what 
greater sign and encourage- 
ment does one need than to 
follow in the path and the 
shadow of the Creator Him- 
self?” 

Two different traditions 
are expressed in his paint- 
ings: Islamic calligraphy, in 
which writing carries a reli- 
gious message, and the 
Western style of abstract 
expressionism, with the 
movement of brush strokes. 

One of his greatest works 
is a portrait of the Aga 
Khan, done with over 6,000 
pieces of lapis lazuli. 

Bom Mohammed Ismoili, 
he began sending vibes of a 
future in art from the age of 
eight, when he applied for 
governmental scholarships. 

There were none for art, 
so he studied engineering, 
graduating with a BSc. with 
honours from Aligarh Mus- 
lim University at the age of 
20 and then moving on to 
Columbia and Harvard 
Universities in the U.S. for 
specialised graduate stud- 
ies. 

Gulgee has worked as an 
engineer and still respects 
the profession but his true 
love and “raison d’etre" is 
his art. 

His works include a vari- 
ety of mediums: oil, brush 
and ink, stone, copper, 
bronze, onyx, and lapis 
lazuli. 

Gulgee always encour- 
aged his children ro find 
their way in art and expres- 
sionism. Therefore, it came 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Sunday said Jordan will 
attend the Islamic nations’ 
summit due to be held in 
Tehran in the first half of 
next month. 

During a visit to the Min- 
istry of Information, where 
he chaired the ministry’s 
weekly meeting. Dr. Majali 
said Jordan's participation in 
the summit reflects iis princi- 
pled stand of promoting die 
Kingdom’s cooperation with 
Arab and Islamic countries 
in fields of common interest 

Referring to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic meeting. 
Dr. Majali said Jordan gained 
a great deal, especially in 


as no surprise to him when 
his son, Amin Gulgee, 
became a sculptor. 

Amin expresses his need 
to work to better understand 
himself through an intuitive 
process that makes him feel 
closer to God. 

“Through the juxtaposi- 
tion of antithetical and 
anachronistic elements, I 
hope to capture the elastic 
nature of time, in which 
future, past, and present 
exist together harmonious- 
ly. My work is a sonnet of 
my home. Pakistan, and a 
prayer to my God," the 
younger Gulgee explained. 

He completed his early 
studies in Pakistan and then 


economic fields. 

On the Kingdom’s 199S 
fiscal budget, the prime min- 
ister said the Cabinet has 
conducted a preliminary' 
reading of the draft budget, 
which" he said will be 
finalised next week. 

He stressed the need, how- 
ever, for controlling public 
spending, since this policy, 
he said, is needed to reduce 
the margin of deficit in the 
annual budget, become self- 
reliant. and achieve the goal 
of covering expenses with 
revenues. 

Dr. Majali expressed hope 
that 1998 will witness an 
increase in state treasury rev- 
enues. He added that the sta- 
ble exchange rate of the dinar 


graduated from Yale Uni- 
versity, where he majored 
in economics. 

Since his return to 
Karachi in 1989, he has 
immersed himself in his 
artistic compositions and 
felt that his expressive forte 
is best accommodated 
through sculpting, especial- 
ly with metal. 

Along with metal, he fre- 
quently uses rock crystals, 
for two reasons: as a sym- 
bol of the forces of nature 
and as a historical affilia- 
tion with the “Early 
Farimids," who patronised 
rock crystal carvings. 

In his compositions with 
inscriptions, he tries to free 


reflects positively on the 
country's economic perfor- 
mance and encourages 
investment. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of the media in reflect- 
ing Jordan's status among 
the countries of the world 
and urged the media to pro- 
ject Jordan’s achievements to 
the outside world. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi presemed a general 
outline of the 199S budge; 
for the Ministry of Informa- 
tion and its affiliated depart- 
ments, including radio, tele- 
vision. and the Jordan News 
Agency, as well as the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment. 


writing, focusing instead on 
the aesthetic content. 

Being a jewellery design- 
er as well, he insists that 
people have to touch his 
works to fed their beauty. 

Amin uses ancient motifs 
but appends them with 
modem abstraction. He 
combines old symbols with 
artefacts of the modem 
world, such as nuts and 
bolts, computer chips, and 
glass or metal tubing. 

The exhibition is a tribute 
to Islam and expressionism 
and an example of the con- 
tinuing dialogue between 
Eastern and Western artistic 
traditions. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “Police" at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh at 8:30 p.m. 

FIFTH JORDANIAN 

THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* “Play entitled “Love in 
Autumn" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

TWELFTH ITALIAN 
FILM WEEK 

* Two Films entitled “Lo 
specchio delle meraviglie” 
(Through the Wonder 
Glass) and “La bionda” 
(The Blonde) with subti- 
tles in Biglish, at Samir Al 
Rifa’i auditorium. Univer- 
sity of Jordan at 5:00 p.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. respectively. 

LECTURES 

* “Bird watching in Jor- 
dan" by Qusay Ahmad ai 
the Friends of Archaeology 
Centre (Tel. 696682), at 
6:00 p.m. 

* “Jerusalem in Contem- 
porary Arab History” by 
Dr- Hazem Nusseibah at 
Abdul Hameed Shorn an 
Foundation, Jabal Amman 
at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Saadi Al- 


Kaabi at Orient Gallery 
(Tel. 681303/4). until Dec. 
4. 

* Exhibitions of paints by 
Algerian artist Rashid 
Koraishi and calligraphy by 
Iraqi artist Hassan Mas’ou- 
di at DaratAl Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh until Dec. 31. 
Also displaying paintings 
by Jordanian artist Nasr 
Abdul Aziz and works by 
contemporary Arab artists. 

* “Portrait *97" — works 
by over thirty Arab artists 
at Orfali Art Gallery. Umm 
Utheina, until Nov, 30. 

* Works by Kbalid 
Khreis at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, until 
Dec. 10. 

* Exhibition of wallhang- 
ings and weavings by 
Bashar Kathem and others 
at Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
dation. off Wadi Saqra 
Street (Tel. 699 1 3 1/2) until 
Dec. 4. 

* “Journey Within" by 
Pakistani artist Gulgee and 
his son, sculptor Amin Gul- 
gee. at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts (Tel. 
630128.). until Dec. 15. 

* Bani Hamida fall exhi- 
bition “Encounter” (dis- 
playing rugs designed by 
Japanese textile designer 
Tomoko Iyoda) at Bani 
Hamida House. Jabal 
Amman, until Nov. 25 (T el. 
658696/7). 


Gulgee and son Amin display power of creation at first Jordanian exhibition 



Pakistani artist Gulgee, Pakistani Ambassador Syed Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Amin Gul- 
gee, Meher Naqvi, and Mrs. Gulgee view one of .Amin Gulgee's sculptures (Photo 
by Nadia Mukhlis) 
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Bosnian Serbs vote for ! Wei Jingsheng dismisses 


second day in key polls 


Beijing ’s overture to Taiwan 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia- 
Heizegovina (AFP) — 
Polls opened for a second 
day Sunday to elect a par- 
liament for the Serb-run 
half of Bosnia, in a vote 
international officials hope 
will resolve a crippling 
power struggle. 

The last parliament was 
packed with ultranational- 
ists loyal to wartime leader 
Radovan Karadzic, now a 
war crimes suspect barred 
from politics. 

Since July the hardliners 
have been locked in a trial 
of strength with Bosnian 
Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic, a former Karadzic 
ally, who won international; 
backing by pledging to 
support the Dayton peace_ 
accords by attacking cor- 
ruption. 

Voting is for S3 seats in 
the parliament of the 
Bosnian Serb entity, the 
Republika Srpska, which 
covers 49 per cent of 
Bosnia. 

After a disappointing 
turnout Saturday — put at 
around 30 per cent by Serb 
sources — the 


Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is supervis- 
ing the vote, urged voters to 
go to the polls Sunday. 

The Bosnian Serb elec- 
toral commission also 
“issued an appeal ro citi- 
zens to express their politi- 
cal will," the Bosnian Serb 
news agency SRNA report- 
ed, while local Serb media 
called on people to turn 
out. 

Early Sunday, the appeals 
seemed to have had an 
effect. Queues formed in 
front of polling stations in 
Pale, the hardliners' strong- 
hold, while in Banja Luka. 
Ms. Plavsic's base, a group 
of students were standing 
in the rain waiting to vote. 

“1 came early because I 
was afraid of crowds. Even 
if my vote won’t change 
much, I thought it was 
important,’' Sonja Radevjc, 
a 22-year-old science stu- 
dent. said. 

Bojan Petrie. 46, said 
new parliament deputies 
should be elected “since 
those in the old parliament 
forgot their main duty, to 


Taleban, Dostam 
exchange POWs 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's powerful 
Taleban militia and north- 
ern warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam have 
released nine prisoners 
through the mediation of 
the United Nations, a 
Taleban minister said 
Sunday. 

Mulla Amir Khan 
Muttaqi, minister for infor- 
mation and culture, said 
the Taleban released five 
Dostam men from the mili- 
tia’s Kandahar base in 
return for the release of 
four Taleban soldiers. 

The freed Taleban militi- 
amen returned to Kandahar 
aboard a U.N. plane 
Saturday from northern 
Afghanistan, he said. 

"There are no high-rank- 
ing officials among those 
released by the two sides," 
Mr. Muttaqi said, adding 
"we have promised to free 
their senior people, should 
they set free more of our 
prisoners.” 

The turbaned minister 
said an agreement had been 
reached with the rival 


northern warlord to contin- 
ue negotiations for the 
release of the remaining 
prisoners of war. 

Last month Mr. Dostam 
unilaterally freed 120 pris- 
oners from a jail in the 
northern town of 
Shiberghan. 

Thousands of Taleban 
fighters were captured dur- 
ing their march into north- 
ern Afghanistan when eth- 
nic Uzbek rival General 
Abdul Malik attacked them 
last May after breaking an 
alliance with them. 

Mr. Dostam came back to 
his Mazar-i -Sharif strong- 
hold in September after 
four months in exile in 
Tiirkey and started reclaim- 
ing his lost fiefdom. 

Mr. Muttaqi said he did 
not have exact numbers of 
Taleban fighters held in the 
north as they were detained 
by numerous anti-Taleban 
factions including Malik's 
faction, Shiite Hezb-i- 
Wahdat and forces of com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 


Sri Lanka Buddhists 
reject ethnic peace plan 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's influential Buddhist 
leadership Sunday reiterated 
its opposition to proposed 
constitutional reforms aimed 
at ending the long and bloody 
Tamil separatist war. 

Leading monk 

Rambukwelle Vipassi. in 
remarks published in newspa- 
pers. said it was dangerous to 
devolve power when the sep- 
aratist Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were 
still fighting. 

“My view is that the was 
should end first and a political 
solution should come next,” 
the high priest was quoted as 
saying in the Sunday Tunes. 
“It is dangerous to devolve 
power.” 

The Tamil Tigers have also 
rejected the radical power- 
sharing plan first unveiled by 
President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga in August 
1995, describing the package 
as a “political conspiracy'’ by 
the majority Sinhalese. 

The government aims to set 
up regional councils which 
will have greater authority 
over land and law and order 
and will be able to negotiate 
and receive direct foreign 
funding. 

Hie Buddhist clergy had 
been divided on the reforms, 
which seek to turn the coun- 
try into a de facto federal sate 
in exchange for ethnic peace. 
Bur tire latest rejection could 
strengthen religious hardlin- 
ers, analysts said. 

A panel called the "Sinhala 
Commission" appointed with 


the blessing of the top 
Buddhist leadership had also 
rejected the devolution plan, 
which was presented in par- 
liament last month. 

It is expected to be debated 
next year but the ruling 
I^jle’s Alliance lacks the 
mandatory two thirds majori- 
ty to pass it and is banking on 
support from die opposition 
United National Party (UNP). 

The UNP has also opposed 
the plan, prompting the gov- 
ernment to warn that it will 
go directly to the people in a 
referendum to pressure the 
opposition to back the deal. 

Another leading Buddhist 
monk. Maduluwawe Sobitha. 
said the Sinhala Commission 
was not against the minority 
Tamil community and invited 
the other minorities to join a 
struggle for economic justice. 

“Successive governments 
since independence from 
Britain in 1 <48 have perpetu- 
ated economic injustices on 
our people be they, Sinhalese, 
Tamils or Muslims,” Mr. 
Sobitha said. “We must unite 
to win jobs for our youth." 

Sinhalese form about 74 
per cenr of the country's 18 
million population. 

The S inhala Commission 
said the reforms were detri- 
mental to the Sinhalese and 
left the door open for the 
minority Tamils to break 
away and establish an inde- 
pendent state called Eelam. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the Tamil 
separatist campaign since 
1972. 


represent us, the citizens 
who elected them.” Many 
in Banja Luka supported 
Ms. Plavsic's battle with 
the hardliners, accusing 
them of blocking the for- 
eign aid needed for recon- 
struction of the war-shat- 
tered economy by their 
refusal to cooperate with 
international officials. 

The hardliners have 
staunchly opposed attempts 
to allow refugees “ethnical- 
ly cleansed” in toe 43- 
month war to return home 
or to cooperate with 
Bosnia's joint institutions 
set up by toe 1995 Dayton 
peace accords. 

"Biljana Plavsic repre- 
sents what toe international 
community wants to see as 
a response to the peace 
process in Bosnia," OSCE 
official Javier Ruperes 
said. 

Nonetheless toe political 
battle which broke out in 
July has threatened to split 
the Bosnian Serb entity 
into two — with Ms. 
Plavsic controlling the west 
around Banja Luka and the 
hardliners toe east around 


Pale, east of Sarajevo. 

Expelled from the hard- 
line Seri? Democratic Party 
(SDS), Ms. Plavsic has 
formed her own party, toe 
Serb Popular Alliance, for 
which these polls are toe 
first electoral test. 

Refugees, who fled or 
were expelled from the 
Republika Srpska, were 
also allowed to cast their 
vote either where they live 
now or at special polling 
stations in their place of 
origin. 

However, in Sarajevo 
early Sunday few had 
turned out to cast their 
votes, although officials at 
polling stations said they 
hoped turnout would rise to 
about 50 per cent by the 
end of toe day. 

A total of 1.1 million vot- 
ers were able to cast their 
ballots in 1.225 polling sta- 
tions in boto the Republika 
Srpska and elsewhere. 

Polling stations opened at 
8 a.m. (0700 GMT) Sunday 
and were set to close at 4 
p.m. (1500 GMT). Results 
were not expected until 
next month. 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Chinese 
dissident Wei Jingsheng 
Sunday snubbed China’s 
“one country, two systems” 
formula which Beijing has 
proposed for reuniting 
Taiwan with toe mainland, 
a report said here. 

Mr. Wei. China’s fore- 
most dissident said the for- 
mula had failed in both 
Tibet and Hong Kong, 
which returned to Chinese 
sovereignty on July 1 . 

“Just look at the fate of 
Tibet, then one will know 
for sure toe possible results 
of adopting the ’one coun- 
try, two systems’ proposed 
by Beijing,” Mr. Wei said in 
an exclusive interview in 
New York with the Taipei- 
based Chinese Television 
System. 

“You don’t think the ‘one 
coon try, two system* has 
succeeded in Hong Kong, 
do you?" Mr. Wei joked. 

Mr. Wei was freed by the 
Chinese authorities last 
week on medical parole and 
flew directly to toe United 
States. Since bis Nov. 16 
arrival in toe United States. 
Mr. Wei had been hospi- 
talised in Detroit, 
Michigan, for bypertensioa. 


Miss India , quoting 
Irish poet, wins Miss World 


MAHE. Seychelles (R) — 
Miss India, a 24-year-old 
from Bombay called Diana 
Hayden, was crowned Miss 
World 1997 in toe Seychelles 
late Saturday. 

Quoting toe Irish Poet W.B. 
Yeats on her way to victory 
against 85 other beautiful 
women. Ms. Hayden won 
against first runner-up 
LauraJee Martinovich of new 
Zealand, 18, and second run- 
ner-up Jessica Motaung of 
South Africa, 24. 

"The third time India has 
taken the Miss World ride — 
yes" Ms. Hayden exclaimed 
after toe gods had smiled on 
the Indian Ocean archipelago 
and stopped the day’s tropical 
rain in time for the two-hour 
pageant on a beach. 

“I’ve got some British 
blood somewhere down the 
line, ancestors. A few genera- 
tions ago, probably about 
four or five” toe five-foot- 
eight brunette said, explain- 
ing her untypical name. 

Now working in celebrity 
management in Bombay, Ms. 
Hayden's boyfriend is 36- 
year-old Mark Cohen from 
Dublin. 

But she denied that was 
why she quoted Yeats's line 
“in dreams begin responsibil- 
ities” when each of the 10 
semi-finalists were invited to 
say a few words. 

“I just read a lot,” she said 
as fireworks exploded above 
hec 

As the antithesis of an air- 
head, Ms. Hayden was exact- 
ly the kind of winner the Miss 
World Organisation and toe 
Seychelles were looking for. 

The profitable pageant 
begun by Eric Motley in 
195 1 is reinventing itself as a 
contest between intelligent 
young career women who 
just happen to be beautiful. 

Protests by feminists threw 
the Miss World contest off- 
track in toe 1980s, forcing it 
out of its regular venue in 
London’s Albert Hall. A peri- 
patetic period hit rock bottom 

in 1996, ironically in India, 
when Hindu fundamentalists 
and feminists staged demon- 
strations against the pageant 
in Bangalore. 

The opposition was so 
intense that Mr. Moriey and 



Miss India Diana Hayden (centre) poses for photogra- 
phers after winning the Miss World pageant with run- 
ners np Miss South Africa Jessica Motaung (left) and 
Miss New Zealand Lauralee Martinovich (Reuter 
photo) 


his wife Julia switched the 
swimsuit section of the com- 
petition to Seychelles last 
year, starting what could tum 
into a perfect match. The 
upmarket tourist islands will 
host next year’s Miss World 
as well and are negotiating to 
extend the contract further. 

“The people who weren’t 
happy — it was very unfortu- 
nate,” Ms. Hayden said of last 
year’s angry passions at 
home. 

“Thank God it went bril- 
liantly tonight.. India is 
going to be on top of the 
world.” 

Ms. Hayden wins about 

$95,000 disbursed in chunks 
during her year as Miss 
World as well as holidays, 
jewellery and beauty prod- 
ucts. Part of ber job will be to 
promote the Seychelles who 
believe the Miss World 


pageant can help attract more 
upmarket tourists from new 
markets in South America 
and Eastern Europe. 

Surprisingly none of the 10 
semi-finalists came from 
either of these regions despite 
popular enthusiasm there for 
toe contest. 

Organisers said toe pageant 
would be broadcast in more 
than 140 countries. 

Ms. Hayden said she 
planned to give some of toe 
money to charity but added 
with a smile “J tfuak I’m enti- 
tled to spend some on 
myself.” 

In a virtual clean sweep, 
she was earlier judged the 
most photogenic finalist and 
the one with the best swim- 
suit 

Miss New Zealand was 
awarded toe Spectacular 
Costume Prize. 


chest pains, chronic bron- 
chitis and poor nutrition. 

Beijing has repeatedly 
offered to reunify with the 
island, which it regards as a 
breakaway province, under 
the formula designed to 
allow capitalist and 
Communist systems to co- 
exist 

But the proposal has been 
rejected by Taipei, which 
has ruled out the possibility 
of integration with the 
mainland unless boto sides 
are put on an equal political 
footing. 

He said toe Communist 
Party seized power by vio- 
lence and used toe same 
brutal tactics to rule its citi- 
zens. 

Mr. Wei said toe 
T iananm en Square mas- 
sacre was testimony to his 
aigumenL Hundreds of 
students and workers were 
killed in 1989 when toe 
People's Liberation Army 
used tanks to crush the pro- 
democracy demonstrations 
in the central Beijing 
square. 

Mr. Wei said toe “one 
country, two systems” idea 
would be merely a tempo- 
rary solution to toe Taiwan 


issue, and insisted: 
“Chinese Communists will 
never share power.” 

He said Taiwan and China 
could eventually become 
close neighbours but not 
before there is a major 
political change on the 
mainland. 

“The future of Taiwan is 
the' future of China” and 
vice-versa, Mr. Wei said. 

“Only after toe whole of 
China becomes democratic 
and free” could Taiwan’s 
existing democratic 

achievements be safeguard- 
ed, he asserted. 

Taiwan is ruled by the 
Kuomimang (KMT), the 
nationalist party that fled to 
toe island in 1949 when its 
troops were overrun by 
Communist forces on the 
mainland. 

“There is a built-in demo- 
cratic system wi thin toe 
KMT.” Mr. Wei said. “Thus 
democracy has been arrived 
at only in the wake of strug- 
gles within the KMT 
framework. 

“The Chinese Communist 
Party is not so, as it has 
been operating under an 
entirely different concept. 


Italy urges Albania 
to step up 
coastal controls 


ROME (R) — Italian 
Interior Minister Giorgio 
Napoli tano Saturday urged 
Albania to step up control of 
its borders to stem toe How 
of illegal immigrants head- 
ing for Italy. 

“Albanian authorities 
absolutely must increase 
their controls so that vessels 
(with illegal immigrants) do 
not set sail from their 
coasts.” Mr. Napoli tano told 
reporters. 

“We have to find whoever 
organises these departures, 
whoever criminally and 
without scruples loads these 
poor people onto vessels 
that cannot withstand toe 
sea and leads them not 
towards a better life but 
towards death.” he said. 

Five illegal Albanian 
immigrants, including a 
young girl, died and 16 
were missing after they tried 
to cross rough seas between 
Albania and southern Italy 
in two dinghies, coastguards 
in the southeastern port of 
Brindisi Friday. 

Police Saturday arrested 
an Albanian man who 
allegedly captained one of 
toe dinghies, which was 
found by coastguards 20 
miles off Brindisi with 11 
people alive on board and 
five bodies. The survivors 
said another 11 people had 
been lost in rough seas. 

Shkelzen Gozeni. 20. was 
charged with collaborating 
in illegal immigration for 
helping organise the cross- 
ing. 

Police said the 11 sur- 
vivors would be kept in 
Brindisi's hospital for a few 
more days while they recov- 
ered from minor cuts and 
bruises and while authori- 
ties questioned them. 

Several of toe survivors 
told RAI state television 
that they had paid one mil- 
lion lire ($588) to be taken 
from the southern Albanian 
port of Dunes to Italy. One 
17-year-old woman said she 
bad tried to flee to Italy 
before, but had been sent 
back. 

Brindisi coastguards had 


also found another dinghy 
Friday with one man 
aboard. He was pulled to 
safety and said another five 
people had fallen overboard 
during the trip. 

Saturday coastguards con- 
tinued to scour toe area to 
try to pick any survivors, but 
had to abandon their search- 
es sporadically because of 
bad weather.. 

Dozens of Albanians have 
drowned or gone missing in 
toe Adriatic while trying to ' 
flee toe impoverished coun- 
try for Italy in dinghies and 
makeshift boats. 

In March, at least 59 
Albanians died when their 
boat collided with an Italian 
navy ship and sank 40 miles 
from Italy's southeast coast. 

The ship was one of 
scores of rusty and decrepit 
fishing boats that headed for 
Italy’s southern ports early 
rhis year as Albania slid 
towards anarchy after the 
collapse of bogus pyramid 
investment schemes. Some 

16.000 Albanians reached 
Italy in toe exodus. 

The Italian government 
sent about 6,000 of the 
“undesirable” immigrants 
back home immediately and 
said in August that the 

10.000 re maining Albanians 
would be sent back gradual- 
ly over the annunn months. 

At the time, Italy and 
Albania also agreed to step 
up joint patrolling of toe 
Adriatic waters to dissuade 
immigrants from trying to 
set sail for the Italian coast 

Italy’s long coastline is a 
magnet for illegal immi- 
grants from other destina- 
tions as well. Hundreds 
have arrived in recent 
weeks, including a ship 
packed with about 800 peo- 
ple. mostly Kurds. 

Italy’s Chamber of 
Deputies earlier this week 
approved a tough immigra- 
tion bill which if approved 
would allow toe immediate 
expulsion of people entering 
the country illegally. 


Thousands of refugees in Kenya stranded by floods 


DADAB, Kenya (R) — 
Tens of thousands of 
refugees in remote north- 
eastern Kenya have desert- 
ed their camps after torren- 
tial rainfall in toe past two 
weeks. 

A Reuters journalist who 
visited the area Saturday 
found all 122,000 Somali, 
Ugandan, Ethiopian and 
Sudanese refugees had fled 
three camps in Garissa dis- 
trict for higher ground after 
their makeshift homes were 
swamped by up to a metre 
of water. 


Aid officials said latrine 
pits had flooded, food 
stocks had been destroyed 
and shelters collapsed in 
toe deluge. 

All roads leading to toe 
camps have been cut off in 
the flooding, they said. An 
aid team arrived in the area 
by small plane Saturday to 
investigate toe damage. 

The Kenyan government 
has already declared toe 
area a disaster zone after 
nearly a month of heavier 
than normal rains. 

The refugee camps in toe 


area have sprouted over the 
years and been bolstered by 
regular inflows of people 
escaping fighting in neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Some refugees have lived 
in toe camps for years. 

Peter Kessler, a 
spokesman for the United 
Nations refugee agency 
UNHCR, said it would take 
at least a month for roads 
and bridges leading to the 
camps to be repaired. 

"There is enough food 
and emergency rations to 
last until then, but the situ- 


ation is very bad in other 
respects," he said. 

A doctor with the Belgian 
branch of toe international 
aid organisation Medicines 
sans Fronti&res (doctors 
without borders) told 
Reuters there was a very 
real risk of cholera or other 
diseases spreading. 

“The water situation is 
bad and the sanitation is 
terrible,” said Maria Rossi. 
“The situation is really out 
of hand.” 

Me. Kessler said a special 
appeal would be made to 


UNHCR headquarters for 
extra, funds to help cope 
with the flooding. 

Northeastern Kenya, 
Somalia and Ethiopia have 
been particularly hard hit 
by heavy rains caused by 
toe El Nifio weather phe- 
nomenon in toe past month. 

Over 50 people have been 
killed in Kenya and mil- 
lions of shillings of damage 
caused by rivers which 
have burst their banks or 
building collapsing 

because of rain-softened 
foundations. 


Italian PM’s 

kidnapper 

nabbed 

after 

19-year 

manhunt 

ATHENS (AFP) — A for- 
mer Italian extremist who 
was part of a gang which 
kidnapped and murdered 
former Italian Prime 
Minister Aldo Moro 19 
years ago was arrested 
over toe weekend in 
Greece, police here said 
Sunday. 

Enrico Bianco, 45, a for- 
mer member of toe far-left 
Red Brigades movement, 
was nabbed late Saturday 
after police spotted him 
sailing in a northwest 
region across the Adriatic 
from Italy. 

The police, who had 
been tipped off to his pres- 
ence. found he was hold- 
ing a false passport under 
the name of Fulvio Folini. 
He was transferred early 
Sunday to security head- 
quarters in Athens. 

The Greek police said 
Mr. Branco often stayed in 
the region where he was 
arrested. 

A police source said Mr. 
Bianco also owned an 
Athens apartment under 
his false name, frequently 
went to the central city of 
Patras on business and reg- 
ularly travelled in Greece 
and France. 

In a 1978 trial in his 
absence, an Italian court 
sentenced Mr. Bianco to 
1 0 years in prison for tak- 
ing part in the abduction 
and killing of Mr. Moro. 
who was then head of 
Italy’s Christian Democrat 
party. 

Some 20 other members 
of the gang were sen- 
tenced to fife imprison- 
ment for their involvement 
in toe crime. 

Mr. Moro, who had been 
several times prime minis- 
ter between 1963 and . 
1976, had been seeking a 
rapprochement with toe 
Communists to overcome 
Italy’s enduring political 
and economic crises when 
he was kidnapped on 
March 9. 1978. 

He was held in a Rome 
apartment and interrogated 
by his captors for 55 days 
before being shot dead. 

Mario Moretti, a found- 
ing member of toe Red 
Brigades and the master- 
mind behind the Moro kid- 
napping who is currently 
serving a life term in 
prison, said in a 1993 
statement be had been the 
only person to kill Moro. 

Rapper 
Coolio 
arrested in 
Germany 

STUTTGART, Germany 
(R) — German police 
nave arrested U.S. rap 
singer Coolio over allega- 
tions that a 29-year-old 
shopowner was punched 
in toe stomach during an 
incident at a boutique, 
security sources said. 

German police said they 
had arrested eight people 
Saturday over accusations 
thar they had walked out 
of a shop in the southwest- 
ern town of Boeblingen 
Thursday wearing clothes 
for which they had not 
paid. 

Security sources said the 
group included Coolio, 
toe rapper known for 
international hits such as 
Gangsta’s Paradise and Cu 
When U Get There. 

Thursday, but formally 
arrested Saturday night 
after investigations 
revealed a “greater inten- 
sity of violence” than pre- 
viously believed. 

A judge had released 
him on increased bail of 

100,000 raaxks ($57,500). 
Other members . of the 
group paid over 10,000 
marks bail. 
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NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
piling United Front appeared 
to be on the verge of collapse 
Sunday as Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral stood his 
ground in a war of nerves 
with the party that keeps the 

coalition in power 

Mr. Gujral will send a letter 
to die Congress party, which 
has provided crucial support 
to the coalition, rejecting its 
demand that he oust the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) party, a cabinet min- 
ister told Reuters. 

“It (the letter) may go any 
rime now. Most probably It 
will go today,” said the cabi- 
net minister from Mr. Gujral 's 
Janata Dal party, who asked 
not to be named. 

“By tonight it should go,” 
hesaid. 

Mr Gujral. speaking at a 
function in Calcutta Saturday, 
said: ‘The election is round 
the earner.” 

The minister said Mr. 
GujraTs letter was expected to 
offer no room for compro- 
mise with the Congress party, 
which wants the DMK out 
after it was named in a report 
on the 1991 assassination of 
former Prime Minister and 
congress leader Rajiv Gandhi. 


Indian authorities blame Sri 
Lanka s Tamil Tiger sepa- 
ratists few the assassination. 

The DMK, which roles the 
!»outhem state of Tamil Nadu, 
has rejected as “old wine in a 
new botile“ observations by 
retired judge Milap Chand 
Jain’s one-man panel that its 
past support for the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
had anything to do with the 
murder. 

The LTTE have not accept- 
ed responsibility for the mur- 
der by a woman suicide 
bomber. Gandhi, as prime 
minister, in 1987 sent his 
troops in to aid Colombo in a 
vain attempt to disarm the 
rebels. 

"Hie minister said GujraTs 
15-party United Front was 
united in its decision to reject 
Congress’s demand. 

The minority alliance has so 
far ignored hints from the 
Congress party that it should 
join an expanded coalition 
without the DMK. 

United From leaders say 
Congress is raising the stakes 
because Sonia Gandhi. 
Rajiv's Italian-born widow, 
has signalled a willingness to 
campaign in the event of a 
mid-term polL 


"It is a direct confrontation. 
They (Congress) seem to 
have taken this decision two 
months back,” the minister 
said. 

Congress President Siiarom 
Kesri set an ultimatum, but no 
deadline, for the coalition rul- 
ing in a hung parliament 
termed after inconclusive 
general elections in 1996. 

In April. Congress with- 
drew its support and renewed 
it only after the coalition 
replaced the then Prime Min- 
ister H.D. Deve Gowda with 
Mr. Gujral. 

The restless Congress party, 
which has ruled India for all 
but four years since indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1947. is 
riven with internal rivalries. 
Its lawmakers, long used to 
power, are not content with 
backseat manoeuvres. 

The United From, which 
bunches free-marketers, com- 
munists and regional parties, 
has its roots in "ann-Congres- 
Msm", a political ideology 
that emphasises regional 
autonomy and abhors the 
dominance of the Nehru- 
Gandhi political family. 


'Cambodian civil war escalating' 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia’s civil war is esca- 
lating with fighting now tak- 
ing place in seven of the 
country's 21 provinces, 
exiled opposition leaders 
said in a statement received 
here Sunday. 

The clashes are underway 
in all provinces along the 
Thai border, from Koh Kong 
in the southwest to Preah 
Vihear in the north, they said. 

Forces loyal to strongman 
Hun Sen are battling troops 
under exiled co-Premier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
as well as the Khmer Rouge 
rebel movement which has 
struck an alliance with the 


royalists. 

Khmer Nation Party leader 
Sara Rainsy and royalist 
FUNCINPEC party MP 
Ahmad Yahya said their 
forces were advancing again 
“because of the unpopularity 
of the coup leader." The 
forces were driven to the bor- 
der areas following Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
ouster of Prince Ranariddh in 
two days of fighting in the 
capital in July. 

However, the two exiles 
noted years of military con- 
flict here amid pledges to 
wipe out foes from various 
camps had failed and said 
only a political solution 


would end the Cambodian 
quagmire. 

“The escalating war will be 
devastating if a political set- 
tlement is not reached very 
rapidly,” they added in a 
statement from Toky o, which 
they are visiting to lobby 
Japan to increase pressure on 
Hun Sen. 

Their statement could not 
be independently verified 
and observers noted both 
sides have made false claims 
as part of their propaganda 
efforts. Both sides have also 
been accused of human 
rights violations as they skir- 
mish in the remote border 
areas. 


N. Korea says U.S. troop pullout 
will be discussed at four-party talks 


SEOLff-(AFP) — North 
Korea said Sunday it had 
agreed to take part in four- 
pany peace talks in Geneva 
next month because it had 
been "promised” that the 
question of a withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from the South 
would be discussed. 

“It has been promised that 
the talks will focus on the 
U.S. troop pullout and the 
conclusion of a peace agree- 
ment between the DPRK 
(North Korea) and the U.S., 
as we have demanded." a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

"That is why we agreed to 
hold the talks," the 
spokesman told the Korean 
Central News Agency moni- 
tored here. 

The statement was the first 
reaction from Pyongyang to 
the landmark agreement 
reached in New York Friday 
to open the talks between 
the two Korean, the United 
States and China in Geneva 
on Dec. 9. 


“Thanks to our sincere 
efforts, confidence and polit- 
ical atmosphere for the four- 
party talks have been creat- 
ed,” the spokesman said. 
The North will “do all we 
can to make the talks con- 
tribute to peace and stabili- 
ty,” he added. 

Before Friday's historic 
agreement was reached. 
South Korean Foreign Min- 
ister Yoo Chong- Ha said 
Pyongyang had understood 
discussion of the withdrawal 
of U.S. troops would not be 
on the talks agenda. 

The U.S. and China have 
also jointly rebuffed any 
suggestion that a peace 
agreement should be signed 
by Washington and not 
between the two Koreas. 

In their joint announce- 
ment in New York Friday, 
the four parties said the 
agenda would focus on "the 
establishment of the peace 
regime on the Korean Penin- 
sula and Issues concerning 
tension reduction there.” 


A senior U.S. official 
familiar with the talks told 
.AFP Friday that the agenda 
was deliberately broad and 
would allow “any party to 
raise any issue.” But the offi- 
cial added the “North Kore- 
ans came (to the Friday 
meeting) with the serious- 
ness that had been absent 
from the last meeting" and 
that Pyongyang had dropped 
its demand that a U.S. troop 
withdrawal be included on 
the agenda. 

The U.S. has 37.000 
troops stationed in South 
Korea under the United 
Nations flag, with back-up 
from troops based in Japan 
— which has made 
Pyongyang extend its with- 
drawal call to include “all 
U.S. troops in Asia." The 
Geneva talks are designed to 
come up with a peace mech- 
anism that would replace the 
uneasy truce that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

No peace treaty was 
signed in 1953 and the two 


Koreas have remained 
locked in a costly cold war 
confrontation on either side 
of a tense demilitarised zone 
ever since. 

The four-party formula 
was proposed in April 1996 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and South Korean Presi- 
dent Kim Young- Sam, who 
said at the lime that the offer 

was unconditional. 

The last of two preparato- 
ry talks sessions in New 
York in September broke 
down over the North’s insis- 
tence on prior pledges of 
massive food aid. and that 
ihe U.S. troop withdrawal 
issue be high on the agenda. 

Pyongyang has for the past 
three years been dependent 
cm foreign aid for food and 
fuel for its 22 million peo- 
ple. many of whom are 
reportedly on the brink of 
starvation. 

U.S. officials have cau- 
tioned the talks could take 
years because of the 
brinkmanship and deep mis- 


trust on both sides, with 
some saying Pyongyang 
agreed only because of the 
worsening food shortages. 

“There will be many ses- 
sions over a period of at least 
a few years ... believing we 
could get it done in a few 
months would be foolish,” 
said one U.S. official in New’ 
York. 

Secretary of Suite 
Madeleine Albright agreed, 
calling North Korea's agree- 
ment to take part the start of 
"a long road ” 

But she also voiced hope 
for the negotiations. “Suc- 
cess is in the interest of all 
the parties as it is in the 
region and the world as a 
whole,” she said. 

Seoul has welcomed the 
North’s decision, pledging 
“utmost efforts” for their 
success* And Sunday it said 
it would give the Red Cross 
the green light to open new 
food aid talks. 


So-called ‘Kennedy papers’ are forgeries — CBS 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
entire collection of papers 
allegedly linking President 
John Kennedy to everything 
from the mafia to hush money 
paid to Marilyn Monroe is 
fake, according to an expen 
hired by CBS news' “60 min- 
utes.” 

The papers, which Lex 
Cusack said he discovered 
among the files of his late 
father. Lawyer Lawrence 
Cusack, include more than 
300 documents allegedly 
revealing among other things 
that Kennedy had an affair 
with Monroe and planned to 
buy the movie star’s silence 
for $600,000. and that his 
family had an illicit relation- 
ship with mafia boss Sam 
Giancana. 

Mr. Cusack sold the papers 
for some $6 million. CBS 
reported in Sunday’s edition 


of “60 minutes." 

ABC, which had been 
preparing a two-hour docu- 
mentary based on the collec- 
tion, hired forensic experts to 
validate seven typewritten 
documents and was told they 
were forged. It cancelled the 
show. 

Similarly, Seymour Hersh 
had a chapter in his just pub- 
lished book ‘The Dark Side of 
Camelot” devoted to the 
papers, but removed it amid a 
barrage of media reports 
branding the collection a fake. 

Mr. Cusack then offered 
CBS access to all of the origi- 
nal papers, since no one had 
examined more than a few of 
some 700 pages of handwrit- 
ten documents. The network 
hired Dr. Duayne Dillon, who 
it said was one of the top doc- 
ument and handwriting 
experts in the country and was 


recommended by the FBI, to 
review the entire collection. 

Dr. Dillon concluded that 
the handwriting in the papers 
“is not the writing of President 
Kennedy” and said all the 
documents were forgeries. 
For one thing, they “do not 
show the fireedom of line 
movement that you see in nor- 
mal handwriting,” he said. 

Looking closely at the docu- 
ments, it can also be seen tint 
typographical errors were lift- 
ed off the page and retyped 
But that system of correcting 
mistakes did not exist on type- 
writers until well after the 
deaths of both Kennedy and 
Monroe in the early 1960s. 

As to letters allegedly from 
Monroe, Dr. Dillon said: “I’d 
say that those are poor, poor 
forgeries." 

Mr. Cusack, interviewed on 
the programme, said Dr. Dil- 


lon was not a Kennedy hand- 
writing expert and referred the 
network to Robert White, who 
he said was. Mr. White how- 
ever turned out to be a collec- 
tor of Kennedy memorabilia. 

"1 don’t have any forensic 
knowledge on handwriting 
analysis at all,” he told CBS. 
He said he once gave the opin- 
ion thar some of the handwrit- 
ing looked like Kennedy’s, 
but he no longer thinks that. 

‘These documents now 
have what we call in the mar- 
ketplace. the kiss of death. 
They’re forgeries.” Mr. White 
said 

Mr. Cusack said Mr. White 
backed off his certification 
because he was afraid of 
being sued. 

Mr. Cusack, along with 
partner Thomas Cloud, a deal- 
er in diamonds, gold and doc- 
uments, have filed a $100 mil- 


lion defamation lawsuit 
agaipst ABC and other media 
outlets over the forgery allega- 
tions. 

“We have 12 other leading 
document experts ... who have 
the experience behind the 
Kennedy papers to know that, 
that say they’ are not (forged),” 
Mr. Cusack said 

But CBS said at least nine of 
the 12 have withdrawn their 
authorisation, with two saying 
they were tricked into giving 
their authorisation. Two hand- 
writing experts are on record 
saying the papers are authen- 
tic, but one is dead and the 
other is his widow, CBS 
reported. 

A federal grand jury is 
investigating whether fraud 
was committed in the sale of 
the JFK papers to some 140 
investors. 
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Light at end of 



The economics of cheating 


tunnel? 


IRAQ SAID yesterday that almost 7,000 
Iraqis, including 4,471 children under five, 
died in October due to malnutrition and 
lack of medicine. Baghdad puts the blame 
on the sanctions imposed on it by the U.N. 
following the invasion of Kuwait in 1990. In 
the latest standoff with the U.N., which 
ended last week thanks to Russian media- 
tion and European and Arab intervention, 
Iraqi leaders, most notably Tareq Aziz, 
insisted that the international community 
spell out exactly what was required of 
Baghdad in order to get the sanctions lifted 
at the end of the day. Baghdad has insisted 
that the U.N. talk and work with the Iraqi 
government on a timetable that meets the 
requirements of the Security Council and 
the aspirations of the Iraqi people for an 
end to their plight. 

The opportunity to talk, albeit indirectly, 
was provided by Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov who was able to broker 
a scale down from the explosive crisis into a 
diplomatic effort. However, the U.S. seems 
still to be determined not to pledge working 
for an end to the sanctions until the Iraqi 
regime falls. 

Iraq now is ready for full cooperation 
with the U.N. and its inspection teams, but 
it wants to see the “light at the end of the 
tunnel’' as an emerging consensus among 
many countries would like to see. 

In the words of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, who addressed a gathering of 
British politicians and business people two 
days ago, there is an “urgency in terms of 
the technical (procedures), in terms of 
transparency and in terms of timing.' 7 

This then should be the framework with- 
in which the inspection teams should work, 
and accordingly the sanctions should je 
lifted gradually as Baghdad meets the dif- 
ferent requirements of the Council’s resolu- 
tions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'i’s Hani Saoudi blamed the massacre in Luxor 
Iasi week on the Egyptian regime itself for its policies 
which deny the Islamists any role in government. He 
said neither the Egyptian interior minister nor the secu- 
rity services should be blamed for the incident because 
they are not responsible for the creation of outlaws 
among the Islamist groups, he said. It is the Egyptian 
regime which should be blamed for depriving the 
Islamist groups of the right to exercise their political 
activities openly and peacefully and for denying the 
Egyptian society political pluralism, said the writer. He 
said the Egyptian regime has thus opened the way for 
certain illegal groups among the Islamists to carry out 
violent acts which are denounced by the Islamists 
themselves. The writer said it is regrettable to see most 
Arab regimes following the path of the Egyptian regime 
in currying out repressive acts against the Islamists as is 
the cose in Algeria, something that has prompted the 
most extremists among the Islamists to launch violent 
acts. Saoudi called on the Egyptian and other Arab 
regimes to accept the Islamists as part of the political 
pluralism system in order to keep a balance among the 
various factions of society and prevent such violent acts 
from happening again. 

Al Ra'i’s Fahed Fanek criticised the government's 
measures in dealing with the inefficiency of the public 
administration system. Noting that the government has 
announced a plan to encourage civil servants ro ask for 
retirement by offering them five annual increments to 
be added to their monthly salary so thar their pension 
can be calculated accordingly, the writer said that with 
this move the government is causing the efficient 
employees who have spent long years in service to 
retire. But he said that by doing this the government is 
leaving in office employees with little experience who 
cannot shoulder heavy responsibility. The writer said 
the government should resort to laying off those 
employees who are unproductive and not those with 
good work experience. He said the new government 
measure will encourage only the experienced to quit 
and find jobs in the private sector resulting in a public 
administration system that will be less efficient than it 
presently is. The government. Dr. Fanek said, has the 
right to introduce sound measures to deal with the pub- 
lic administration's inefficiency but it is not its right to 
further complicate the situation and leave a new prob- 
lem to the subsequent governments. 


HAVE YOU ever stopped to pur- 
chase a box of fruits or vegetables 
from a street vendor on the side- 
walks of Amman or its outskirts 
only to find out when you arrived at 
your destiny that you were cheated 
because the seller had placed the 
best vegetables on top while the lay- 
ers underneath comprised low qual- 
ity goods? And how many times 
have you thought of having some 
mechanical work done on your car 
and then discarded the thought 
because you were afraid that the 
quality of the work would not be to 
your liking and you may be cheat- 
ed? Moreover, how many times 
have you eaten at a restaurant and 
later found yourself with a case of 
food poisoning because the owner 
refused to throw away the bad meat 
and served it to you instead, hoping 
that you would not notice. How 
about cheating in the classroom? In 
the first exam 1 gave at a major pub- 
lic university in Jordan I came to the 
classroom with a book I bad been 
wanting to read for a while. 1 
thought that since everyone was tak- 
ing a test I should also utilise my 
time by reading, proctoring was for 
children. However. I was shocked 
when 1 raised my head several min- 
utes into the test to discover that the 
students were almost embracing 
each other as they copied from each 
other. All these are cases of cheating 
which may be caused by different 
underlying philosophies and thus 
require different solutions. 
Moreover, and as a colleague point- 
ed out recently, buyers have come to 
accept cheating which is probably 
more dangerous than cheating itself. 

The exchange of goods and ser- 
vices is the basis of the market sys- 
tem. Classical and neo-classical 
economics assumes that there is a 
legal system at the centre of contract 
enforcement in the market econo- 
my. The contract to the economist is 
a guarantee of property rights 
among specific individuals. In 
deciding whether or not to 
exchange, the would-be buyer con- 
siders the physical attributes of the 
good(s) to be exchanged, the dis- 
tance and time travelled in order to 
facilitate the exchange and the iden- 
tity of the seller: the same is also 
conducted by the seller. For the 
transaction to be voluntary, the 
exchange must be mutually benefi- 
cial. Individuals will perceive the 
exchange as mutually beneficial if 
they expect the other party involved 
in the exchange to fulfill their oblig- 
ation. Thus, the institutions that 
guarantee compliance with the 
agreement of the exchange affect 
whether the exchange actually rakes 
place or not. The larger the market, 
the greater and more stable these 
institutions must become. 

The legal system is only one of the 
institutions necessary for the fulfill- 
ment of the exchange obligations. 
Other institutions may play as 
important a role or even more 
important. For instance, in small 
communities social ties are stronger 
or more important than formal con- 
tracts. thereby making informal 
agreements binding. A case in point 


is the Grameen Bank which through 
the utilisation of community ties 
and informal contracts has one of 
the lowest default rates among 
banks worldwide. Furthermore, 
there is growing empirical evidence 
in economics that lack of access to 
information particularly among 
buyers limits significantly the role 
of formal and informal contracts. 
Also, most transactions in develop- 
ing countries are conducted without 
formal contracts. 

Kenneth Arrow, the Nobel laure- 
ate. wrote in 1975, societies in their 


.. .the prospect of a 
stained reputation 
may be an 
important deterrent 
to cheating, and one 
would assume that, 
in small 

communities and 
well-informed 
societies, reputations 
are very important in 
guaranteeing 
non-cheating 
behaviour : 


evolution have developed implicit 
agreements to certain kinds of 
regard for others agreements that 
contribute to the efficiency of its 
working. It has been observed, for 
example, that among properties of 
many societies whose economic 
development is backward is a lack 
of mutual trust. Personal trust based 
on social relations is the most 
important contract enforcement 
institution. In other words, people 
tend not to cheat people they know 
personally. 

In some cases, people refuse to 
cheat and uphold their obligations, 
even though a formal contract may 
not exist, in fear of damaging their 
reputation which would bring ruin 
in the long run. Thus, the prospect 
of a stained reputation may be an 
important deterrent to cheating, and 
one would assume that, in small 
communities and well-informed 
societies, reputations are very 
important in guaranteeing non- 
cheating behaviour. 

The incentive to cheat for the fruit 
vendor is that the seller is not wor- 
ried about establishing a reputation. 
The person may easily relocate 
since movement is almost costless 
and all goods are on the van already. 
This ability to relocate the enter- 
prise provides the seller with a dis- 
incentive to be honest and renders 
any formal contract weak. (This is 
probably one reason the gypsies 
were always mistrusted, once the 
item was bought it could not be 


returned). No formal contract would 
be binding, and the buyer is always 
at risk of being cheated. Therefore, 
die buyer is well-advised to haggle 
and attempt to lower the price as 
much as possible. 

The case of mechanical work is 
completely different. The cheating 
occurs because the buyer has little 
or no knowledge of the nature of the 
service provided — in this case how 
to fix a car. So, the seller, though 
locationally settled, relies on the 
ignorance of the buyer and attempts 
to renege on his obligations. A poli- 
cy mix is in order for this type of 
cheating: there should be a written 
guarantee of the work performed 
which the consumer has to insist 
upon; the seller may choose to go to 
mechanics who are acquaintances 
of his/hers or to those he/she can 
trust: the buyer may have to learn 
about cars which would be uneco- 
nomical for most professionals 
because of the cost of their time; 
and the government may request 
that all sellers have a third party 
insurance in order to compensate 
the injured for faulty or bad service, 
thus the government internalises the 
cost of cheating and the cheats find 
that their insurance rates rise fast 
making, cheating completely uneco- 
nomical. 

The restaurant proprietor offers a 
different type of cheating. In this 
case, he/she believed that the bad 
meat would not be detected and 
therefore there was no need to throw 
the meat away. The legal system 
must make the likelihood of being 
caught extremely high through ran- 
dom. honest inspections and severe 
punishment for violations. 
Deterrence when human life is 
directly involved is more important 
than formal contracts, and one can- 
not wait until the market corrects 
itself as the reputation of the cheat 
drives the business to ruin. 

As for students, beyond the moral 
obligation it seems that cheating in 
classrooms in Jordan has become a 
form of being “cool." a challenge to 
the system. It must be first ingrained 
in the students that cheating is not 
cool and then relayed to them 
emphatically that cheats will be 
harshly punished. Of course, one 
should never take a book with 
him/her to read while proctoring an 
exam because that would decrease 
the possibility of being caught for 
the cheat and give them the incen- 
tive to cheaL 

Cheating reduces the size and 
scope of transactions. Dealing with 
cheating from one angle alone is not 
the right approach. A comprehen- 
sive policy must be adopted to 
address all types of cheating. 
Clearly the development of an opti- 
mal policy that deals with this phe- 
nomenon requires that the interrela- 
tions among the economic, social, 
cultural, and political factors that 
characterise the economy are 
accounted for. 


Questioning Iraq on its 
obligations to ICESC 
was poor timing 

By Waleed M. Sadi 

IRAQ WAS. as it were, in the docket last week not only in its 
standoff with the U.N. Security Council but also before the . 
Conunitte on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. One would 
have thought that with the crippling sanctions being applied 
against Iraq, this was not an opportune time to quiz Baghdad on ' 
the extent of its fulfillment of its obligations under the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESC). 

The timing could not have been worse. The Iraqi delegation 
went to great pains right at the outset explaining the dire effects ■ 
of the seven-year-old sanctions on the economy of the country, 
but many “experts” in the committee did not see the situation 
the Iraqi way. The debate that ensued centred therefore on the 
timing of the presentation of the Iraqi report and the implica- 
tions of the sanctions on the committee’s review of the Iraqi 
compliance with the covenant. 

Some experts rejected out of hand the notion that the U.N. 
Security' Council bears the responsibility for the continuation of 
the sanctions and felt obliged to uphold the council’s judgement 
that it is Baghdad and not the U.N. that bears the full responsi- 
bility for the continuation of the sanctions policy. Some experts 
went as far as stating that the committee is a U.N. organ and has 
no option but to accept the ruling of the Security Council. 

Of course this interpretation is unnecessary since the commit- 
tee is a treaty body and not a U.N. body and therefore it has 
enough elbow room to see things its own way. The debate over 
this issue was settled in favour of the proposition that some 
rights under the ICESC are sanctions-related but others ore not. 
What remained to be settled was which of the rights under the 
covenant are sanctions-affected and which are noL ! 

A consensus ensued that issues such os discrimination and the 
status of the covenant in Iraq’s legislative order are obvious I 
examples of subjects that con be examined independently of the 
sanctions factor. Other topics such as schooling . employment, 
poverty, health and even environment are samples of subjects 
that were viewed as sanctions-related and that Iraq cannot be 
expected under the prevailing circumstances to honour its com- 
mitment to them. 

Where Iraq was cornered was over its statement that because 
of the punitive measures taken against it. the mortality rate had 
gone up from 4.5 per cent in 1990 to 24 per cent in 1997 from 
lack of food and medicine. The committee wanted to know why 
basic medicines and children's nutrients could not be made 
available from local sources. Surely, some members pointed 
out, the country has a vast territory and it should have been able 
to feed its infants and children had it put its mind to iL The fer- 
tile lands of Iraq, it was also pointed out, should have been more 
sufficient to feed a people of 20 million even when there are 
sanctions in place. The defence often cited by the Iraqi delega- 
tion that agriculture requires machines and technology that were 
not available due to the blockade of the country was immedi- 
ately rejected since a country can still resort to traditional ways 
for cultivation and still be able to feed its people. Even medi- 
' cine; it was thought, could have been made available fry local 
pharmaceutical companies. 

One particular expert claimed that the sanctions should have 
encouraged the country to become self-reliant by creating its 
own indigenous technology to satisfy the basic needs of the peo- 
ple. Some countries in Europe, it was mentioned grew beets to 
manufacture sugar when sugar canes were prevented from 
reaching its shores. Despite its chronic disputes with 
Washington and London in particular, and the apparent break- 
up of the coalition on how best to deal with Iraq. Iraq's case has 
yet to receive a sympathetic hearing from international organs. 

The latest deliberations of the Committee on Economic. 
Social and Cultural Rights attest to this unfortunate fact. It 
seems that many nations refuse to draw a distinction between 
the Iraqi regime and the innocent people. The U.S. will contin- 
ue to call all the shots when it comes to dealing with Baghdad 
fur as long as one can tell. Even after Russia brokered the latest 
settlement of the Iraqi conflict, the U.S. remained defiant and 
refused any notion of a quid pro quo with Iraq in return for its 
willingness to allow all the U.N. inspection team into the coun- 
try to cany on their mandate. The chief of National Security 
Council at the White House even threatened to deploy the U.S. 
veto power to block the implementation of any Russion-Iraqi : 
deal. This suggests that the Iraqi case has still a long way before 
it can be resolved fairly and justly. 
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Back to road safety 

To the Editor: 

AS A foreigner in Jordan, I take the liberty to address 
some concerns I have that I hope will be to the benefit 
of the people of Jordan. 

I recall that some years ago, the Jordanian authorities : 
introduced a law requiring the use of seat belts in vein- ■ 
cles. For some time, it was quite popular for the traffic ; 
police to fine drivers who violated the seat belt law. 
Then, one observed quite a few motorists who com- 
plied with the regulation. This was a very positive 
development 

Today, the situation is, sadly, that very few people are 
wearing seat belts. The traffic police appear not to be 
concerned, and they themselves are not wearing seat 
belts. In a major car accident some months ago in Paris 
of the four people in the car, only one used a seat belt 
— he was the only survivor. 

Air bags arc now available for most new vehicles and 
standard in many. I and many others have observed a 
large number of vehicles on the roads, in Jordan with 
children in the front seats sitting on the laps of adults or 
sitting and standing alone without any protection. In 
case of an accident, the child would be the air bag for 
the adult. I do not wish to think what would happen to 
the child in such a case. 

Please introduce and enforce a law t hat prohibits chil- 
dren below the age of 12 to sit in the front seat of a car, 
especially on the lap of a person. Please enforce die 
P^f nt j a '*' that drivers and passengers use seat belts. 

What is lacking and is urgently required is a govern- 
ment campaign to inform citizens about traffic safety in 
general and in particular about the need to wear seat 
belts and not permitting children to sit in the front seat 
on the lap of adults. I hope the ministry concerned 
agrees and will do something. The sooner, the better 
and safer. 

Lerv K. Herheim 
Amman 
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In the end it was Iraq versus U.N., Albright versus Primakov 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 
VANCOUVER — Since 
she became U.S. Secre- 
tary of State- last January, 
many have mused about 
Madeleine Albright's 
evolving warm relation- 
ship with Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. 

.She made the dour for- 
mer intelligence chief 
laugh, conversed easily 
with him in Russian and 


even bruughi him as her 
dale ro u major Washing- 
ton social event. 

But there's never been 
any illusion about the 
often competing national 
interests they both repre- 
sent, and that was never 
truer than Iasi Thursday 
when the two squared off 
over Iraq in the cavernous 
marble U.N. chamber in 
Geneva. 

Mr. Primakov helped 
defuse the crisis over 


U.S. demands access to 
Iraq’s presidential palaces 


(Continued from page 1) 

co-ordinated influence of 
France, Britain and Russia 
— had to soften the posi- 
tion it Look on the Iraq cri- 
sis," Mr. Jospin said. 

He said the U.N. had not 
given in to any of Iraq's 
demands and added: “We 
have avoided the risk of a 
conflict” 

The prime minister, 

whose government has 
said Iraq needed “a light at 
the end of the tunnel." said 
the Security Council 

should offer Baghdad “the 
perspective of a change in 
its situation if it fulfils the 
U.N. conditions." 

“I think that if this works 
out positively, as I hope it 
will, it will be a good suc- 
cess for Europe, for its 
capacity to influence 
events and for reason 
itself,” he said. 

Security Council divided 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on Saturday was seri- 
ously divided over Iraqi 
disarmament after Russia 
failed to speed the lifting 
of sanctions on Baghdad. 

Following tense discus- 
sions notably involving 
France and Russia on the 
one hand, and the United 
States and Britain on the 
other, the. 15- member 
Security Council put off 
untiJ Monday further con- 
sideration of a report by a 
U.N. panel of international 
experts. 

As details of Friday's 
marathon expert meeting 
emerged, U.N. diplomats 
expressed concern that 
Russia had attempted to 
completely overhaul the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), acting on 
behalf of Iraq. 

“There was an attempt to 
hijack the Commission for 
political purposes." a 
Western diplomat said. 

Russia put forward a 
package of proposals 
reflecting Iraqi views at 
Friday’s meeting, which 
were mainly rebuffed by 
the 15 other experts on 
UNSCOM 's advisory 
board. 

The meeting was called 
at Russian urging to dis- 
cuss how to enhance 
UNSCOM’s effectiveness 


after a three- week show- 
down between Iraq and the 
U.N. over an Iraqi threat 
to expel U.S. arms inspec- 
tors. 

Russia promised Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
that Moscow would work 
for an early lifting of sanc- 
tions in return "for Iraq 
dropping the expulsion 
order. 

Russian Commissioner 
Gennady Gatilov notably 
failed to obtain approval 
from the Commission’s 
advisory board to declare 
Iraq free of nuclear 
weapons. 

But Mr. Gatilov, a Russ- 
ian Foreign Ministry' offi- 
cial. also put forward a 
series of other proposals 
that, according to diplo- 
mats, aimed to fundamen- 
tally change the Special 
Commission’s nature. 

Reflecting Iraqi accusa- 
tions that UNSCOM is a 
tool of the United States. 
Russia proposed increas- 
ing the number of U.N. 
inspectors to dilute the 
U.S. presence and other 
measures that would affect 
UNSCOM staffing. 

While the report offered 
the prospect of expanding 
the U.N. teams, UNSCOM 
chief Richard Butler 
stressed that “we hire our 
staff on the basis of their 
competence” rather than 
from political motives. 

British ambassador Sir 
John Weston and his 
French counterpart Alain 
Dejammet had a sharp 
exchange at Saturday’s 
Council meeting after the 
French envoy suggested 
that UNSCOM should be 
funded from the U.N. bud- 
get instead of by govern- 
ments. 

France believes that the 
U.N. funding would 
enable a broader geo- 
graphical base of countries 
to lake pan in UNSCOM. 

But Sir Weston shot 
back: “Let’s not recon- 
struct the Commission,” 
according to a diplomat at 
the closed-door talks. 

Among the five Security 
Council permanent mem- 
bers. Britain and the U.S. 
take a consistently hard 
line on Iraq, while China, 
France and Russia adopt a 
softer approach with 
Baghdad. 
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of a success story 


Iraq’s latest refusal to 
comply with U.N. Securi- 
ty Council mandates. 

U.N. inspectors charged 
with destroying Iraq's 
nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical weapons returned 
to work on Friday, three 
weeks after B’aghdad 
expelled the Americans 
among them, provoking 
the showdown. 

Based on U.S. accounts, 
Ms. Albright played a key 
role in ensuring the major 
powers — Britain, France, 
Russia. China and the 
United Slates — stayed 
united in their core 
demands. 

There was an embarrass- 
ing stumble when an aide 
described U.S.-British 
ideas for expanding the 
U.N. oil -for- food humani- 
tarian programme as a 


“liule carrot" to get Iraq 
to end the crisis and some 
news accounts suucested 
Washington was negotiat- 
ing with Baghdad. 

In fact. U.S. officials 
say “modest adjustments” 
can occur only after Iraq 
is back in compliance on 
U.N. inspections and that 
the programme’s main 
aim is to preserve sanc- 
tions on Iraq by undercut- 
ting the claim that sanc- 
tions hurt innocent peo- 
ple. 

Despite this. Ms. 
Albright seems to have 
weathered this first major 
crisis reasonably well, 
although Iraq remains a 
long-term challenge and 
stalled Mideast ~ peace 
negotiations continue to 
seriously undermine 
broader U.S. policy in the 


region. 

’This is not a Russian 
trap,” Mr. Primakov 
reportedly told Ms. 
Albright in Geneva as his 
frustration grew over her 
insistence on amending 
the text of a joint state- 
ment he proposed. 

In fact. U.S. officials 
say. if they accepted Mr. 
Primakov's language as 
is, the council’s perma- 
nent five members would 
have left wide room for 
Iraq to claim victory. 

Instead, Ms. Albright 
insisted on changes that 
allow Baghdad — and 
Russia and France who 
favour casing sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
— scant uiggjc room. 

The drama played out 
over seven days of intense 


Association agreement 
with EU to be signed today 


(Continued from page 1) 

benefit from the new com- 
petitive climate brought 
about by the agreemenL 
said the minister. 

Dr. Khalaf noted that the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme Jordan adopted in 
J9S9 has achieved both 
financial and monetary sta- 
bility and thus created a 
suitable investment climate 
which will provide more 
guarantees for foreign 
investors under the agree- 


ment. 

“The increase of direct 
foreign investments into 
Jordan is expected to facili- 
tate the transfer of technol- 
ogy, increase productivity.” 
and render Jordan’s indus- 
trial products more compet- 
itive in international mar- 
kets, said Dr. KhaJaf. 

“Jordan’s successful 
implementation of the eco- 
nomic reform programme 
will also maximise its ben- 
efits from the agreement.” 
the minister added. 


The agreement will help 
Jordan establish economic 
relations with countries of 
the world in a period ehar- 
actarised by policies of eco- 
nomic liberalisation in dif- 
ferent countries. Dr. Khalaf 
said. 

The agreement, which is 
expected to be ratified one 
year after the signing, will 
be signed by Dr. Khalaf, 
Mr. Poos and Vice Presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission Manuel Marin. 


Aziz voices Iraq’s appreciation of 
Jordan’s role in resolving crisis 


(Continued from page 1) 

intervene and offer solu- 
tions" if there were no 
change?.” he asked. 

On his arrival here on 
Saturday. Mr. Aziz criti- 
cised UNSCOM’s perfor- 
mance in Iraq and said its 
behaviour “was incompati- 
ble with a U.N. institution.” 

He said that the 
UNSCOM was deliberately 
procrastinating procedures 
aiming at harming Iraq’s 
security. 

Although Mr. Aziz had 
said in an interview with 
Jordan Television that he 
did not expect that the sanc- 
tions on Iraq would be lift- 
ed soon, he insisted during 


the meeting with Jordanian 
journalists that ‘the Iraqi 
cause was “now dearer to 
the world and to member 
states in the Security Coun- 
cil.” 

On Sunday, around 100 
leading politicians and pub- 
lic figures left Amman for 
Baghdad in a show of sup- 
port with the Iraqi people. 

Representatives of more 
than 15 political parties are 
expected to meet with Iraqi 
Vice President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan and other Iraqi 
officials as part of “popular 
diplomacy” efforts aimed at 
“standing against an even- 
tual military attack against 
the beleagured country,” 
according to Salem Nah- 


has. secretary general of the 
leftist Popular Democratic 
party. Hashd. 

The delegation, which 
before leaving met with 
.Arab diplomats at the 
Egyptian and Syrian 
embassies in Amman, will 
deliver a shipment of phar- 
maceuticals to the Iraqi 
people. 

Following their four-day 
visit to Iraq, the leading fig- 
ures will pay similar visits 
ro Syria. Egypt and the 
United Arab Emirates in a 
bid to “close the gaps in 
Arab viewpoints and 
muster wider support for 
the Iraqi people.” 


diplomacy as the U.S. was 
building up its armed 
forces in the Gull to rein- 
force a threat of military 
action if Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein contin- 
ued to obsiruci the U.N. 
inspectors. 

Most major allies and 
many other key countries 
opposed using force and 
felt Washington was too 
keen for that option. 

U.S. officials believe 
Russia and France 
emboldened President 
Hussein by abstaining last 
month on a U.N. vole on 
Iraq. Given this, and the 
special lies Moscow and 
Paris have with Baghdad, 
Washington urged both to 
lake the lead in a peaceful 
solution. 

Mr. Primakov, an Ara- 
bist, hosted a lop Iraqi 
official in Moscow, pro- 
posed ways to meet Bagh- 
dad's concents on sanc- 
tions, declared he had a 
plan to end the crisis and 
called the Geneva meeting 
of the Security Council's 
five permanent members. 

Ms. Albright, mean- 
while, jettisoned her orig- 
inal travel plans to criss- 
cross the Gulf to try and 


rebuild the 1 rayed coali- 
tion that Mood firm 
aeainst Iraq during the 
1991 Gulf war. 

She held dozens of tele- 
phone calls with her Russ- 
ian. French and British 
counterparts, reminding 
them Iraq lost the war and 
could not be allowed to 
change the ceasefire 
terms. 

She spelled out U.S. 
“red lines” in a diplomatic 

settlement and warned 
Mr. Primakov Washington 
would not be bound by 
any deals he negotiated 
with Baghdad. U.N. 
inspectors must be 
allowed to return to Iraq 
without conditions, she 
insisted. 

Ms. Albright and Mr. 
Primakov duelled long- 
distance over changing 
their respective travel 
plans so the Geneva meet- 
ing could he held. Some 
aides believe Mr. Pri- 
makov preferred she not 
attend to improve chances 
of a joint statement more 
favourable to Iraq. 

But he finally delayed 
his departure from Gene- 
va to Brazil when Ms. 
A 1 bright offered to fiv all 


night after talks in New 
Del hi for a bizanrely- 
timed 2 a.m. ministerial 
session. 

As the meeting began, 
Mr. Primakov read a one- 
page joint statement and 
said if the others approved 
it, he was sure Iraq would 
readmit the U.N. inspec- 
tors. officials said. 

Ms. Albright refused to 
adopt anything she had 
not read. The U.S. team, 
armed with a laptop com- 
puter, translated from 
Russian to English the 
one page Mr. Primakov 
brought with him and 
made copies for all the 
participants. The debate 
begun. 

Two hours later, after 
the statement was tight- 
ened and agreed to, the 
Americans were ready for 
Iraq to renege on its 
pledge to Mr. Primakov to 
let U.N. inspectors back 
in. But Baghdad, perhaps 
seeing no other option and 
trusting Russia to exercise 
later more clout in seek- 
ing to end sanctions, fol- 
lowed through. 


Brotherhood crisis could 
lead to creation of new party 


( Continued from page 1 } 

50-year old Muslim Brother- 
hood have widened since Jor- 
dan signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1994. 

Though unified in their 
opposition to the peace deal, 
Islamists started differing on 
how to combat normalisation 
with the Jewish state. 

While moderates started 
advocating participation in 
coalition governments to 
contain normalisation, hard- 
liners considered the abroga- 
tion of the peace accord a 
pre-requisite to joining any 
Cabinet. 

Rejecting the notion of a 
crisis between doves and 
hawks, worsened by the boy- 
cott resolution. Mr. Abu Bakr 
said: “We are ail moderates in 
the Brotherhood, and this is 
our general principle.” 

Jordan allowed the Broth- 
erhood to operate under char- 
ity rules in the early 1940s 
and in die 1950s it helped the 
state to counter the influence 
of the then-banned pan- Arab 
and communist movements. 
Over the years, it has cooper- 
ated with the regime at many 
critical stages in the King- 


dom’s history, as King Hus- 
sein recently remarked 

Some analysts believe the 
boycott decision could be 
part of a ‘gentlemen’s agree- 
ment' under which the Broth- 
erhood would stay out of Par- 
liament to avoid ratification 
of possible accords under the 
framework of the Arab- 
Israeli final status negotia- 
tions. 

These analysis argue that, 
being out of Parliament, the 
Brotherhood could keep out 
of the final status negotia- 
tions. that might be 
unfavourable to the Palestini- 
ans. 

The Brotherhood, however, 
firmly rejected the existence 
of any deal with the govern- 
ment. 

“There is no deal between 
us and the government... We 
believe that the government 
is actually interested in our 
panicipadon in the country's 
political life." Mr. Abu Bakr 
said. 

“We expect the final status 
negotiations to be unfair to 
the Palestinians, and believe 
that everything that has been 
signed between Arabs. Pales- 
tinians and Israelis is not 


fair.” he added. 

The movement’s 17 
deputies in the previous 
Lower House voted against 
the ratification of the 1994 
peace treaty. 

The Brotherhood listed the 
peace treaty and normalisa- 
tion, us well as the one-per- 
son. one-vote system and 
controversial amendments to 
the Press and Publications 
Law, as the reasons prompt- 
ing their boycott decision. 

In interviews and columns 
in the local press. Dr. 
Emmoush has challenged the 
movement's decision as inad- 
equate and illogical. 

Dr. Emmoush said the 
Brotherhood should have 
called on iLs deputies to 
resign when Parliament 
endorsed the peace treaty. He 
also said the Brotherhood 
look part in the 1993 elec- 
tions, also held under the 
same law, and questioned 
whether public freedoms 
were any more respected 
back at that time. 
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Japan to continue assisting Jordan 

my and the eovemmeor-spon- 


Jordan-EU accord 
seen posing major 
challenge to industry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Japanese 
and Jordanian government 
officials Sunday concluded 
meetings which focused cm 
Japanese economic aid to the 
Kingdom. The Japanese gov- 
ernment delegation 

announced that Tokyo will 
continue to assist Jordan in the 
fields of industry, tourism, 
trade, water, food production, 
education and environment. 


Mr. Taka Hashi. deputy 
director of the Japanese for- 
eign ministry’s Department of 
Economic Cooperation and 
the leader of the delegation to 
the meetings, expressed deep 
satisfaction with the Jordanian 
government's efforts in the 
utilisation of Japanese techni- 
cal aid to the Kingdom’s dif- 
ferent projects . 

Describing his talks with the 


Jordanian side which was led 
by die secretary general of the 
Ministry of Planning, as use- 
ful and extremely construc- 
tive, Mr. Taka Hashi said that 
his country will continue to 
supply Jordan with technical 
assistance. 

He added that his delegation 
was briefed by the Jordanian 
officials on the current situa- 
tion of the Jordanian eeorto- 


sored five-year socio-eco- 
nomic plan to stimulate the 
economy. 

He lauded the Jordanian 
government's efforts to raise 
the rate of economic growth 
and reduce inflation saying 
that Japan will help Jordan to 
continue to achieve positive 
results through further eco- 
nomic assistance to the coun- 
ty- 

Normally, he indicated. 
Japan offers assistance to gov- 
ernments which exert efforts 
towards developing the 
economies of their countries 
and try to become self- reliant 

“We are in agreement with 
the Jordanian government 
about the nature of the assis- 
tance to be provided to the 
Kingdom and the sectors 
which will benefit from it 
because the assistance is 
designed to meet basic 
humanitarian needs like the 
supply of water, increasing 
food production, ensuring 
basic health care, education 
and protecting the environ- 
ment,” according to Me Taka 
Hashi. 

He said Japan is committed 
to continuing its aid to Jordan 
in appreciation of the coun- 
try's endeavours in the Middle 
East peace process. He indi- 
cated that Japan in 1995 grant- 
ed Jordan 3.3 billion Japanese 
yen but the amount was raised 
to five billion in 1996 and 
could reach three billion in 
1997. 


By Sukiman A1 Khali di 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan's JEU part- 
nership accord is a major chal- 
lenge for local industrialists to 
upgrade their products if the 
country is to succeed in spurring, 
growth through an export-dri- 
ven economy, business leaders 
said Sunday. 

The Jordan-EU association 
accord, which paves the way for 
a reciprocal free trade zone by 
2010, will be signed Monday by 
the Eli’s Council of Ministers 
in Brussels, in a ceremony 
^/attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

It took more than two years of 
negotiations to resolve disputes 
ranging from patent and intel- 
lectual property rights of Jor- 
dan’s pharmaceutical industry, 
to Spanish objections to a 
4,000- tonne tomato paste 

export quota and the issue of 
repatriation of third-country 
refugees. 

Jordanian businesses are tom 
between hopes the accord will 
bring European multinationals 
along with access to European 
markets, and fears that a gradual 
lifting of tariffs will deal a crip- 
pling blow to an industrial sec- 
tor long dependem on import 
substitution protectionism and 
the captive Iraqi marker. 


industries have still not raised 
themselves to die level that 
enables them to compete,” said 
Awni A1 Saket chairman of 
Universal Industries Company. 

Some argue Jordan's small 
producer industry with an esti- 
mated 25,000 plants, most of 
which employ 10 workers or 
fewer, will find it difficult to 
weather competition by Euro- 
pean giants once protection for 
industries catering for the 
domestic market is lifted. 

They say the accord is tilted 
towards benefiting a handful of 
blue-chip, export-oriented 

industries. 

“No doubt there are sons 
negative impacts,” said Hamrfi 
Tabbaa, head of the Jordan 
Businessmen Association, 
referring to smaller companies 
serving the local market 

But many hope this will be 
compensated far by joint ven- 
tures targeting regional markets 
and access to European con- 
sumers. 

“Existing local industries will 
suffer but what we hope is that 
joint ventures will be formed 
with European know-how to 
cater for the regional market,” 
Mr. Safer added 

Some .believe most benefits 
will go to European firms winch 
will expand their markets in a 
region nearer to their domestic 
market th3n Asia. 

Already nearly 30 percent of 
Jordan’s total annual impests of 
around three billion dinars ($4.2 
billion) are from foe EU. 
Exports- to the EU do not exceed 

100 milli on dinar s. 

Others believe the six-year 
period agreed to reduce tariffs 
and harmrmi«y. standards with 
foe EU. along with help to 
industry, will be a catalyst to 
spur mergers and consolidation 
such as foe major export-earn- 
ing pharmaceutical industries. 

The industry, put on a Euro- 
pean producers' watch-list for 
infringement of patents, is a 
major exporter id Europe, with 
a potential competitive edge 
because of lower production 
costs. 

“Every liberalisation has a 
price, bat Jordan also cannot 
stay hemmed in a dosed Jor- 
danian market as foe country 
itself opens to foreign invest- 
ment and modernises its laws to 
attract investors. Mr Tabbaa 
said. 

Under foe accord, a list of 492 

industrial goods ori ginatin g in 
foe EU will have import duties 
lifted immediately when it 
comes into effect Other EU 
goods will still be charged tar- 
iffs for between two to five 
years from foe date foe accord 
comes into effect on Jan. 1, 
1999 to allow Jordanian prod- 
ucts to adjust to EU competi- 
tion. 



JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
Assistant Analyst 


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Jordan is inviting 
interested individuals to submit applications for the position of Assistant 
Analyst under Project JOR/96/OOI - Support for Aid Coordination & 
Management of Foreign Aid. The Assistant Analyst will work within an Aid 
Coordinator Unit established at the Ministry of Planning and will be 
responsible for obtaining, reviewing and analyzing all available data 
concerning aid assistance, and preparing technical reports on status of 
aid-funded and aid-assistance projects. 

Major responsibilities of the position include the following: 

• To assist in the coordination of major bilateral and multilateral donor 
missions, thus following up on the implementation of protocols, 
Consultative Group meeting pledges and up-to-date information regarding 
disbursement levels by donor. 

• To assist in preparing agenda and minutes of meetings of the bilateral and 
multilateral donor representatives in Amman, and conduct follow-up 
activities of these meetings. 

• To assist in preparing analytical papers, Project Performance Evaluation 
Reports and other ad hoc reports, as well as compiling data on Jordan's 
foreign aid requirements and submitting a monthly status report on aid 
coordination. 

• To assist in producing a periodical English-language newsletter on aid 
activities in Jordan and disseminating it to all donor community 
representatives, as well as distributing within the Ministry of Planning 
relevant correspondence, reports and memoranda relating to foreign 
assistance. 

• To assist in the implementation of aid-financed projects and identify any 
serious delays, as well as assist in the follow-up on donor conditionalities 
pertaining to adjustment loans and timely disbursement of funds. 

• To assist in coordinating with the Ministry of Finance and the Central Bank 
of Jordan to ensure the timely exchange of aid-related information 
(financial and/or technical) which may be used to effectively manage and 
allocate national development resources. 

Qualifications and Experience Required: 

• A graduate degree in Management, Business Administration, or other 
related fields. 

• Minimum of three years experience in management and technical 
assistance programmes. 

• Strong organizational, managerial and analytical skills. 

• Complete fluency in Arabic and English with experience in report 
preparation and writing. 

• Computer life racy v is essential; ability to utilize data-base, word-processing 
and spreadsheet programmes. 

All applications should be received in the UNDP Office no later than 4 
December 1997 in an envelope marked Unit I - Aid Coordination Project. 
All applications will be treated in the strictest of confidence. 

UNDP, P.O. Box 35286, Amman 11180 Jordan 


‘Fears are there because our 



team 


International 


engineering and management consultants 

proudly announces : 

A further Great Achievement 
in Qualifying Jordanian Companies and 
Organizations To ISO 9000 Certification 
[gjJJI and Congratulates 
nWHOM 

JBHKH Jordan British Cigarette Filter 

Manufacturing Company Limited 

'Jordan 

upon obtaining the recommendation to 
ISO 9002 from SGS Yarsely UIC 

On this occasion. We express deep thanks 
and gratitude to : 

Mr. Hamish A.M. Pitt (GM) 

Mr. Mahmoud Al-Sayeh (MR) 

Mr. Hassan Saed (QCH), 

All departmental & section heads and the 
staff of FELTRONA for their cooperation 
and high commitment during the execution 
of the project. 

CONGRATULATIONS 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24,1997 
Bv Linda C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 Id April 19) Bring your talents 
to the attention of influential people ana gain sup- 
port and prestige which you desire. Protect your 
interests later this evening and you can thereby gain 
the assistance of a bigwig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20> Be alert to what- 
ever is happening around you today and s eize fine 
opportunity to advance at this time. Later this 
evening wall be good for you to consult with a 
knowledgeable person concerning your career 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Give some attention 
today to your mate which 
will be reciprocated back n 
hrm or her. Make the right 
evening to go out on the town with close friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Contact 
fellow associates today who are most practical in 
their thinking and can make your career activities 
quite successful. This is good tune latex this evening 
to gain greater prestige in the outside world. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You can labour most 
productively today so don’t waste a moment’s time 
at any' constructive endeavours. Later this evening 
you can go out on die town with loved ones ana 
have a good time with recreations which are fun. 

VIRGO: (August. 22 to September 22) This is a 
good day today to plan the amusements which you 
Eke so mat you can enjoy them any time and day. 
Later this evening can be quite beneficial if you 
seek out the advice of a knowledgeable person 
which is resourceful. 



LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have 
been planning to make changes at home today, so 
start at this time and you can make your residence a 
place to invite close .friends to relax and he com- 
fortable. Have a happy evening with fellow associ- 
ates. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Contact 
those persons who can assist you today in your 
career activities. Be sure to answer important letter 
later this evening, especially if they concern any 
information inquiries from those in authority who 
are of assistance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Financial and other practical matters should be put 
first today since they can make you quite successful 
in the days ahead. Be charming and polite to fellow 
associates who have offered to assist you with a cur- 
rent project 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
feel sure of yourself today and you can gain what- 
ever you sincerely wish of a, personal nature. Later 
this evening win be good for obtaining information 
concerning anew project which is important to your 
success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 co February 19) Stop all 
that daydreaming today and get right down to the 
brass tacks of career activities which have been put 
aside for some time. Plan personal aims quietly later 
this evening and say nothing until you are sure of 
the outcome.. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20} Do whatever 
will please the one you love tonight and thereby you 
will gain much affection from him or her. Today is 


the day that you efoa truly be happy together, so long 
as there isn’t any difficulties in your fives. 

Birthstone of November: Topsaz — T5ger ’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Deciduous 
conifer 

6 Semite 

10 Variety of lily 

14 Boise's state 

15 Bonheuror 
Ponselte 

16 Nuncupative 

17 Jordan's capital 

18 Oaring 

IS Cairo's river 

20 — do-well 

21 Uneasy feeling 

23 Keepsake Item 

25 Compass point 

26 Take to court 

27 Type of 
computer 

31 Certain money 
dispenser 

35 Dessert 

37 Celebes ox 

38 Rhino's cousin 

40 Marksman from 
Uri 

41 Part of the 
calendar 

42 Rocket parts 

44 Traveler 

48 Gown's partner 

49 A play on words 

50 Army rank 

54 Item of 

insignificance 

59 "Damn 
Yankees" name 

60 Medicinal plant 

61 A Chaplin 

62 Conducing 
passages 

63 Stadium level 

84 Hie last word 

65 Playing marble 

66 Breaks the fast 

67 After twilight 

68 Tippecanoe and 
— too 

DOWN 

1 Climbing plant 

2 Madison 
avenue 
denizens 

3 Part of a done 

4 Personal 
magnetism 

5 Trtie: abbr. 

6 Address the 
fudge 



by Alan Olschwang 
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7 Rake 

8 The Charles' 
dog 

8 Some singers 

10 Poem 

11 Storied canal 

12 Liquid 
measures: abbr. 

13 Corrida cheers 

21 Search 

22 India or invisible 

24 Sine — non 

27 Station 

28 Goddess of 

discord 

29 Season or 
secret start 

30 Heap 

31 Tablet 

32 Premed study: 
abbr. 

33 Stupid person 

34 Soaks up the 
rays 

36 Golfer Ernie 

39 Survey, briefly 

40 Map maker's 
concern 

43 Ripken of 
baseball 


45 Some berths 

46 Regret 

47 Raid 

50 Grouch 

51 Protuberant 

52 Cheer up 

53 Light producing 
device 


54 Party treat 

55 Lamb 

56 Frost or Kilmer 

57 Unconscious 
state 

58 Remarkable 
feat 

62 Feline 
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TAteYe hoping to relocate the company 
to a rural area where the boss is more ■ 
likely to be abducted by aliens.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Htnri AmoM end MBc* fc g k to n 


Unscramble these totrJunbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour oidhwy words. 


Gotamafch? 


HOTOT 



mm 


MRVMHMntd. 


GALEL 


~TT 


FIMFUN 


• 

rr 

LEEMOT 

' 

ZDZZ 

zc 



WHAT THE CECWP 

EXperaeNca? at 

THE COM£PY CU». 


Answer; A 


Ywtente/a 


Now arrange Hu circled letters to 
form foe surprise answer; as sug- 
gested by tits above cartoon.' 

txxmmxm 

| Answer* tomorrow) 
Jumbles; DITTY REARM AROUSE CORNER , 
Answer; What plumbing work can do to the tartly 
budget - CAUSE A DRAW 



















^y. Nov. ww 


MONDAY. N OVl . ^ 

- Bteck, Trihunt \] .. . 

' d,a Srr,. ic ^’ l '*I 

^ April jg . 

I** *>f influenii^i ’ ®rins ,. 

■J»F *hith vou^f°R le and Ur|| W 
lEf^^ning'and v^"?- Pi<£jy 
e ef a bigwig - lJU >-an th^yo* 

Agil20toM av i 0 * 

«w»* around >u U ,^ Be al en 
to ash w ct i *•*“)■ W>- 

ijt good lor 4 £,“ ■»* 4 
P««n "nc crn '“f^ 
c Vour 


¥ 2 1 t«Junv2! sGiv. 

* mac uhk-h v\in hi tf ^eana. 
Spewed hack jn ,w e a PPrecj t% 

the right 

«^ond, etentti ^nu|^ 


UJ&REN; t Jun t * 22 io k,i -> 

® «nd can make sour" 1 ? 1 P^ic? 

Thli Ls gt\vki r.mc ia t l e ? 

** P™«t?e «n the 

22 In August 21 1 V,,,, ., . 

****»> stj dim’ i waste -Im 

endca\oure. Lai^ ,?^ 1 '^ 
o*a »n.Jhe town with 1 IS % 
tune \4.ih recreations 

W* 22 to September ^ny 
4ay U» plan the a mu seme nT 

W *« «W them ^ 

vetung can be quite benefit 4 * 
e advice of a fauiledSS 1 ^ 
□wreelui. =e,1{)le l*r* 

-picinber 2.' to October ' n i Vmii, 

*8 to "uke charges ai h.Tme Sb* 
tiwr and you can make v.-urrelt 1 
Ke ekoitf friends h. relax and & 

v^ahappyevenmg-AithielioS 


fOciober 2> to V 
■bn 

Be 


►ber - Mi » \. vv ember 2 h Co* 
as wmv can iissiv: you todav invj 


isci. Be sure h> .m.suer imporuni ka 
«*«* esfKrcia’dy i; »! WI concm E 

HK|mrws Jf.-m if :cs« m auihomui 

KK* 

SWiS: tNovctiihe: 22 Decembsl 
*J other practical ::.j:;ers should bt [ 
*** the* waii !!..;kc >■ :i cuite mc** 
dsesd. Be cham/.r.: i>. due wk^. 

bft lave o! I e« cd : . ■ a %> : si \ i «u ■* iih it 


fcN: tDccendvr 22 : a Jonuort 2‘-h 
^ometf iul.ii ...vc \.'L can aaicv 
viiah * : .: : .:-u ::ai nature j 
trtS be gotxi : : '. .rair.-.r.g infer 

project v. > m:ponanir. 


fcOsmurx 2: ; ; ch:-a^> 

tudav aicc ngn; dov.r:: 


career act s \ . lc - -a r . : jp na\ ; k- 
ftetmur. Plan ~-rv amiMiuinr— 


»4e timt- 

sav n;:lT.: :c a:v 


nr «w: ^ ,n; -‘ -'- I 

•ftl i-*r- or n T ;vJi 

JWJ can truly he /:^rP> v*™*-** 

i any diltu-i:!!i---.n 

rf November: lopaz — Tiger sft 



Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 24, 1997 


Areviewofne^ 


Government expects revenues to cover 
JD1.95b of JD 1.98b budget for ‘ 98 


** IT HAS been leami from government 
sources that the 1998 budcei will amount 
toJDl.98 billion for recurrent and capi- 
tal spending. The figure is JD64 million 
higher than the 1997 budget which 
totalled JDI.92 billion. The general rev- 
enues were estimated at JD1.95 billion 
JD 90 million above the JDI.86 billion 
expected for 1997. 

Accordingly, the budget deficit envis- 
aged for 1 998 is about JD30 million. The 
capital spending for 1998 will be higher 
when compared to recurrent spending, 
the sources said. They added that the 
prime minister has asked the ministers 
during the initial discussion of the draft 


budget not to propose any increase or 
reduction in the budget figures except 
alter studies and convincing recommen- 
dations to the Cabinet. 

The 1998 budget is different than previ- 
ous ones as it includes for die first time 
independent budget for each of the gover- 
norates in the Kingdom. Such a step was 
taken within the government's policy to 
implement decentralisation in both the 
administrative and development fields. 

The government sources denied that the 
1998 budget includes any annual raises 
for employees similar to those that were 
contained in previous budgets (AJ Ra'i + 
AlA&waq). 


Cabinet authorises ministry 
to specify price ceiling for meat, milk 


** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has 
authorised the minister of supply to speci- 
fy price ceilings for refrigerated fresh 
imported meat and locally -slaughtered 
(imported) meat as well cow milk, yoghurt 
and labaneh. The council also approved 
floating the prices of rice, sugar and yel- 
low com. Industry, trade and supply min- 
ister indicated that all sale prices of the 
items mentioned will be under the present 
announced price ceiling. 

The ministry will ensure that prices do 
not exceed the level by intervening direct- 


ly through putting on the market the nec- 
essary amounts that are sLored at the gov- 
ernment warehouses. 

This step conies after the success of the 
experiment of substituting food subsidy 
with cash subsidy without causing any 
increase in the prices of these products. 
The minister of industry', trade and supply 
indicated that the cash subsidy will con- 
tinue next year under the same mechanism 
that was used in the last quarter of 1997 
(Al Aswuqi. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 23/11/97 21:03 





;flBP 

.CNF 

JPY 

CAD 

. ra 

NLG 

FRF. 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7385 

03903 

1.4124 

126.00 

1.4173 

1705.00 

1.9590 

5.8190 

OEMark 

0.5752 

- 

03393 

0.8124 

7248 

03150 

980.45 

1.1268 

33470 

GB Starling 

1.6940 

29435 

- 

22992 

212.04 

2.4009 

288827 

33185 

93574 

CHFranc 

0.7080 

123.00 

0.4174 

- 

89.19 

1.0028 

120631 

138.67 

4.1170 

JP Yen 

0.0079 

12787 

0.4679 

1.1201 

- 

1.1239 

1332 

15535 

4.6146 

GA Dollar 

0.7056 

12327 

04178 

1.0011 

1.12 

- 

1207.48 

1.3885 

4.1267 

rTUra 

0.0006 

12191 

03458 

00828 

1354.83 

03308 

- 

11.48 

3.4109 

NL Guilder 

0.5105 

88.72 

03011 

7210 

6429 

0.7233 

870.12 

- 

23698 

FR Franc 

0.1719 

02987 

0.1014 

242639 

21.63 

02435 

33,65 

33.6500 
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. US Dollar 


0.7085 

3.7503 . 

03770 

3.6400 

43035 

3J 6728 

152430 1 

3.4010 

Jordan Obur- , 

1.4114 

- 

52933 

03321 

3.1376 

0.4283 

5.1839 

215132 

43003 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.1889 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0809 

038 

40637 

03069 

fiahrainDinar 

2.65 

1.8794 

92480 

- 

9.66 

03049 

9.74 

404235 

9.0215 

Qatar Dinar 

02747 

0.1946 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0834 

1.01 

418.68 

03343 

.Kuwait Dinar 

32954 

23348 

122589 

12423 

12.00 

- 

12.10 

502224 

03343 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1929 

1.0211 

0.1026 

03911 

0.0826 

- 

41434 

0.9260 


0,66 

0.4649 

22608 

02474 

2.3885 

0.1991 

2-4100 

- 

22316 

Egyptian 

02940 

02083 

1.1027 

0.1108 

13703 

0.0892 

1.0799 

448.10 

- 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 





Brent 

19.11 

1934 

W.Tett 

19.75 

19.14 

Bohny 

19.11 

19.04 

Dubai 

1730 

1730 

ULGas 

18530 

187.00 
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SA Riyal 

02666 

0.4637 

0.15741 

037687 

33.6236 

AE Dirham 

02723 

0.47348 

0.16073 

038482 

343336 

KW Dinar 

32954 

5.73066 
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4.65766 

415.628 

BH Dinar 

03770 

431255 

136593 

3.74953 

334.448 

CY Pound 

1.9573 

33028 

1.1547 

2.7645 

246.62 
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US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Startling 

1.1984' 

12044 

DE Mark 

0.4067 

0.4087 

CH Franc 

03008 

0.5033 

FR Franc 

0.1215 

0.1221 

JP Yen 

03609 

03637 

NL Guilder 

0361 

03628 

IT Ura 

03147 

04168 


Club intensifies work to promote 
business capabilities for women 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

Special iu the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid to 
assist women entrepreneurs 
in preparing business plans 
and applying proper meth- 
ods to handle businesses, 
the Business and Profes- 
sional Women Club 
(BPWC) will be launching 
a series of training courses 
in December, BPWC 
Director Rasha Burghouti 
told the Jordan Times Sun- 
day. 

"The training courses are 
open not only to women 
who run their own business 
or qualify in professional 
occupations, but also to any 
women who are not profes- 
sional or involved in any 
business." said Ms. Bargh- 
ouii. 

A three- day workshop 
will be designed for each 
training session. The cours- 
es will include accounting, 
computer skills, the usage 
of the Internet and writing a 
feasibility study. 

Ms. Baighouti highlight- 
ed the establishment of the 
Business Incubator for 
Small Enterprises, a micro 
facility with a small man- 
agement staff that provides 
the physical work space, 
shared facilities and access 
to technical and business 
support services to profes- 
sionals to help overcome 
management shortcomings. 


She pointed out that 
“there are twelve cubicles 
or work stations and twelve 
women can be trained at 
any one rime on how to 
start a business." 

The business incubator 
was established in coopera- 
tion with UNIFEM's 
regional office in Amman 
and funded by a Japanese 
grant. 

The BPWC director 
pointed out that prior to 
establishing a business, 
most women need to be 
aware of the marketing 
strategy, accounting system 
for the products, pricing 
and writing a feasibility 
study. 

She hoped that in the 
future the BPWC will try to 
be a mediator between 
women entrepreneurs and 
credit departments of banks 
since “it's difficult for 
women to approach a bank 
and get a loan like men,” 
said Ms. Barghoud. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Bargh- 
ouii emphasised the need to 
encourage women to 
acquire educadon and 
occupational training and to 
use their capacities to 
improve and enhance their 
role in society. 

“There are many accumu- 
lated problems in Jordan 
arising from women abuse, 
divorce and children cus- 
tody" added Ms. Barghouti. 
“Women need to be finan- 


cially independent in order 
to stand on their feet." 

She mentioned that ninety 
per cent of women who 
seek divorce cannot obtain 
it due to financial problems. 
“Divorced or not. women 
should be income-gene rat- 
ing in order to help control 
family problems,” Ms. 
Barghouti stressed. 

Moreover, she said die 
BPWC, through the legal 
counselling centre, endeav- 
ours to pursue the problems 
that touch the legal aspects 
of family situations. The 
problems are dealt with 
cautiously according to the 
needs of each situation. 

The counselling centre 
tries to provide women with 
solutions in order to retain 
their dignity. 

"For very needy women, 
a survey for the social sta- 
tus will be conducted and 
the BPWC will take that 
case to the court." She 
revealed that between 800- 
1000 women annually seek 
the advice of the coun- 
selling centre. 

Besides court cases, Ms. 
Barghouti noted that the 
counselling centre is 
always conducting aware- 
ness lectures, mainly for 
housewives, in different 
social development centres 
. She confirmed that 
women will be informed of 
their rights and duties and 
they will be acquainted 


with different issues and 
laws, such as the Conven- 
tion for the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against 
Women. 

Ms. Barghouti said that 
“seminars, awareness lec- 
tures. and regular panel dis- 
cussions by lecturers are 
part of the cultural activities 
for women to be informed 
about current issues on the 
national and international 
level." 

Asked about BPWC’s 
recent achievements and 
activities, Ms. Barghouti 
said that the latest project 
was entitled “A grassroots 
Project Promoting Wo- 
men's Equal Access tu Par- 
liament Election 1997" 
(Voters & Candidates) 
which focused on educating 
women in the disciplinary' 
field of democracy and 
decision making and 
increasing women's repre- 
sentation and participation 
in politics. 

This project was funded 
by the European Union and 
the Canadian Embassy. 

Meanwhile, she pointed 
out that the Information and 
Documentation Centre for 
Women Studies, a depart- 
ment of the BPWC, is a 
subscriber in “Global One,” 
an international telecom- 
munications company. 
Also, this centre aims at 
automating libraries and 
computerising information. 
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346.000 246.500 

ARAB BAN* 

IS. 2 

1.21 

5 

140 

46360 

331.00 

331.00 


N 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

E 

0.00 

26 

51950 

97147 

1.87 

1.87 


S 

3.GOO 

1.950 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.2 

0.00 

2 

1050 

2069 

1.97 

1.97 



1.190 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

70.9 

0.00 

12 

12500 

13615 

1.D9 

1 - OB 

.01- 


2.6SO 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10. J 

6.11 

7 

3100 

8050 

2.60 

2.59 

.01- 


5.200 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BE- 

15.4 

3.77 

7 

2106 

10794 

5.10 

5.15 

.05+ 

♦s 

4.180 

2.030 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

200 

2.04 

2.00 

.04- 


1.050 

.740 

JOR. GULF HANK 

4.6 

9.09 

3 

6200 

4774 

.78 

.77 

.01- 

s 

4.050 

2.900 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.0 

3.25 

16 

3763 

11074 

2.93 

2.95 

.02* 


3.900 

3.080 

JOR. INV. TIN. BANK 

24.4 

0.00 

4 

2817 

10435 

3-80 

3.80 

- 


1.900 

. B70 

BSZT.AL-HAL (BEITHA) 

.6 

16.67 

2 

1000 

900 

.91 

.90 

.01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 238.01 XCBG: 

♦0.03 

B5 

84726 

205416 





2.020 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH I NS IJR. 

5.2 

B. 15 

2 

200 

368 

1.89 


.05- - . 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.90* *CHG: 

-0.27 

2 

200 

368 





2.0S0 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

9.3 

5.21 

5 

3116 

5979 

1.92 

1.92 

_ 


4.030 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

17.5 

3.91 

2 

6600 

19794 

3.09 

2.94 

.15- 


1.S50 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

2 

500 

585 

1.17 

1.17 



1.010 

- 620 

REAL ESTATE I MV. 

12.6 

6.59 

1 

1500 

1365 

.91 

.91 



.810 

.480 

JOHDAN INTL.TRAD. 

26.7 

0.00 

1 

1500 

780 

.52 

.52 



8.900 

6.700 

ALRA-I 

14.7 

6.10 

1 

50 

410 

8.19 

8.20 

.01* 


1.6B0 

1.150 

HID. EAST HOTELS 

19.8 

0.00 

5 

900 

1158 

1.29 

1.30 

.01* 


3.900 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

9.7 

0.00 

2 

lOOO 

3710 

3.71 

3.71 


+ 

1.050 

.850 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 


0.00 

5 

17000 

13770 

.85 

.81 

.04- 


1.100 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

98 

.97 

.98 

.01* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.44 ZCRGi 

+0.07 

25 

32266 

47649 





4. 450 

3.030 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.8 

3.56 

28 

29887 

92502 

3.10 

3.09 

.01- 


4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

9.9 

2.80 

2 

2750 

9764 

3.55 

3.57 

.02+ 


7.050 

5.570 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.9 

3.13 

4 

7450 

47680 

6.40 

6.40 

_ 


11.160 

9.150 

JOR. PETROL. REFT MARX 

10.4 

8.28 

6 

1004 

10793 

10.77 

10.74 

.03- 


7.000 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

6.9 

5.29 

2 

95 

527 

5.40 

5-67 

.27+ 


3.260 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL CCHN. ACR. 

9 

0.00 

2 

350 

560 

1.56 

1.60 

.04+ 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHAHH. MANF. 

11.7 

4.72 

12 

2265 

9612 

4.26 

4.24 

.02- 


1.670 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

16.7 

5.93 

6 

2900 

3926 

1.35 

1.35 



6.000 

4.350 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.4 

4.59 

1 

500 

2725 

5.50 

5.45 

.05- 


3.8SO 

2.220 

ARAB ALOH-INO. 

5.6 

10.37 

9 

2100 

5084 

2.40 

2.41 

-01+ 


.690 

.450 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

10.2 

0.00 

6 

7000 

3350 

.48 

.48 


s 

3.690 

1.880 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

9.5 

3.20 

2 

5100 

11628 

2.17 

2.28 

.11+ 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL IMPS. 

9 

0.00 

6 

3500 

1925 

,56 

.55 

.01- 


1.200 

.470 

INTERKKD - PETHO . CHKM . 


0.00 

3 

1750 

8SB 

.49 

.49 

- 


-090 

.530 

JOR. SULrBO-CHEN 


0.00 

IS 

8200 

5203 

.64 

.63 

.01- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB FHARM.CHSM. 

16.7 

5.34 

a 

2600 

3369 

1.29 

1-31 

.02+ 

s 

j.aeo 

.950 

UNIV. HOON.INDS. 

P 

.22 

9 

14330 

13975 

.98 




1.410 

.800 

JOR. I KDS. RESOURCES 

10.6 

12.66 

32 

53300 

42225 

.80 





1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.2 

4.64 

6 

7400 






1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.9 

0.00 

37 

29800 

27146 

.89 






EL -EAT READY WEAR 

51.7 

0.00 

35 

25939 

38266 

1.42 

1.47 



1.330 

1.080 

IWTL. TOBACCO 

6.8 

0.00 

27 

38750 

48080 

1.22 

1.26 




.860 

UNION CH. £ VEC. 

46.8 

0.00 

1 

SO 






.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

S 

3000 

2280 

.76 





.570 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

29 

59500 

36103 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 1X7.22 <CBCi 

+0.05 

295 

309570 

428893 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 171.88 »CHGi 

+0.03 

407 

426762 

682325 
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.610 

.370 

JOR. TRADE PAC. 

10.1 

0.00 

9 

26550 






.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

16 

111700 

26875 

.75 






ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

3 

10100 







1.050 

CENTDORY INV. GROUP 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

290 

1,10 





.440 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. 

9 

0.00 

4 

2400 

1368 





.530 

.320 

ARAB INTL.IWV.TRD. 

38.0 

0.00 

11 

6000 

1980 

.33 





.330 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

7 

4150 

1411 

.33 





.380 

NATL . MULT . ENC . KAMI CO 

V 

0.00 

4 

7750 


.39 




.640 

.370 

NAYZAK DIES £ MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 







.860 

ONION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

4 

1050 

1164 

2.36 




.730 

.550 

RA21 PHARK. 

E 

0.00 

4 

1700 

1105 

.64 




■ 760 

.460 

PEARL SAN. P. COBV. 

E 

0.00 

s 

3900 

1950 

.48 





.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

11 

24850 

14958 

.61 






NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

93.2 

o.oo 

6 

5500 

2310 

.66 





.720 

ARAB IMT. FOOD FACT. 

48.2 

0.00 

1 

5500 






1.000 

1.000 

MODERN FOOD I HD. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

175 

1.00 

.95 

.05- 

GRAND TOTAL 



=, 


i WEM 

211900 

76434 





Saudi 
prince 
weighs 
investing 
in Jordan 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 
Specml tu the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saudi Prince 
Talal Ben Bandar Ben Saud 
Sunday expressed interest 
in launching touristic, agri- 
cultural and commercial 
projects in Lhe Kingdom, 
particularly in Aqaba and 
the Dead Sea areas. 

In a press statement after 
visiting the Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
(IPC). Prince Talal 
announced that the purpose 
of his visit to Jordan was to 
acquaint himself with the 
incentives offered by the 
government to foreign 
investors as well as the new 
investment legislations. 

“It is time to invest in Jor- 
dan." the prince said stress- 
ing that the steps towards 
launching investments will 
be encouraging. 

In reply to a question 
about his intended projects, 
the prince said: "The pro- 
jects are still being studied, 
but the priority will be 
given to launching hotels 
and recreational projects in 
the Dead Sea area and the 
Aqaba region after it is 
converted into a free zone. 

"Projects for raising live- 
stock will also be founded 
soon in Jordan,” said the 
prince who met with the 
IPC Director General 
Muntaser Uqiah. 

Prince Talal stressed that 
the construction of an 
industrial wharf in Aqaba is 
going to attract promising 
investments. 

Dr. Uqiah said Jordan has 
done all its best to improve 
the investment climate in 
order to attract foreign 
^ investors to launch projects 
in the Kingdom, pointing 
to the recent government 
decision to add construct- 
ing conference centres and 
touristic recreation cemres 
to the list of projects bene- 
fitting from the Investment 
Promotion Law. 

Dr. Uqiah also added that 
the government intends to 
add constructing commer- 
cial complexes to the lisL 


Asfour 
quits ACC 
board 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — 
Mohammad Asfour, a 
member of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC), Sunday submined 
his resignation from the 
board. 

Mr. Asfour said in a 
press conference that 
another ACC board mem- 
ber has frankly and openly 
confessed during an offi- 
cial board meetinc on Oct. 
11, 1997, that the 1994 
ACC elections were 

forged. 

Mr. Asfour said: “After 
three years of the mandate 
of the current board, I 
resign having found out 
tnat the ACC results of the 
1994 elections were 

forged and fraud.” 
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At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
Phone5527 1 1 8 Also in Brazil 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
^ Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUBIS HflIG 

Profession*! quality to 
1 hour service 
Oevefc^yourcoloarK 

at oar shop and gafc. 

* JWMSO ptoto 

* Free er^argemertt 

20 X 3G Ctif. 

sSrteteanTopP«“® 
Grin (flays Bank. 
Phone: 6040*2. 
eweHM> Tel: 623691 


.SECURITY 

^4 fiesajK/ii 


‘ir/ 


p 

gastronomy^ 


CROwnHcm 

INDOOR t£ATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


^TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 


684311 - 
699634 EXT. 


42 


Modern Alr-Condttloned 
Susses Aland the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes from AbdaC 
to Airport and Bock 


For Furtber Defalls call 
Airport Brancfi 08-51531 
A&daa Branch 653313 
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Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SAN A BEL 


Mli t uck 

Tel. 692672 Hix 674551 


Rea 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Te». 864230 - 8651 67 
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Pierce, Novotna advance 


to WTA Championship final 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Seventh-seed 
Mary Pierce of France, who ended top 
seed Martina Hingis' season on 
Thursday, outlasted unseeded French 
compatriot Nathalie Tauziat Saturday 
to reach the final of the WTA 
Championships. 

Pierce, the first-ever French finalist at 
the season-ending event, will face sec- 
ond-seeded Czech Jana Novota. who 
defeated eighth seed Irina Spirlea of 
Romania 7-6 i7/5), 6-2. 

Pierce,. who had been suffering from 
a kidney infection in recent weeks, will 


be looking for her second title of the 
year and the 1 1 th of her career. This 
season she was a winner at Rome and a 
finalist at the Australian Open, Amelia 
Island, and Berlin. Pierce, 22, used 
breaks in the fourth and eighth games 
to take the first set in 28 minutes but 
Tauziat tuned up her game in the sec- 
ond set, firing four aces and producing 
16 winners to just four unforced errors. 
She held a 4-2 lead but was broken in 
the eighth game as Pierce evened the 
set. 

After Pierce went ahead 5-4 Tauziat, 


won the next three games to force the 
deciding set. 

Pierce gained a service break in the 
sixth game of the third set and served 
for the match at 5-3. However, Tauziat 
broke back to love as Pierce made two 
bad errors and a double fault- 

In next game, Tauziat saved Pierce's 
first match point with a backhand. 

Four deuces later, Pierce earned a 
second match point with a forehand 
down the line that Tauziat could only 
dump into the net. 



Miami Heat forward Jamal Mashburo drives into Toronto Raptors’ guard Damon 
Stodamire, during the first quarter of NBA play at Miami Arena (Reuters photo) 


Pistons, 
Jazz beat 
Hawks and 
Spurs 

CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Rookie Brevin knight had 
an NBA season-high 20 
assists, Wesley person 
scored 31 points and 
Shawn Kemp added 24 as 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
beat the Washington 
Wizards 110-101 Saturday 
night 

Knight who bad 13 
points, finished five short 
of the NBA rookie assist 
record set by Ernie 
Digregorio in 1974 and 
matched by Nate McMillan 
in 1987. Knight won a 
tremendous duel of point 
guards • against Rod 
Strickland, who had 27 
points and 17 assists. 

The Cavaliers overcame a 
late surge by the Wizards to 
win their second straight 
after losing three in a row. 

• Heat 108, Raptors 104: 
In Miami, Isaac Austin 
recorded career-highs of 33 
points and 22 rebounds as 
Miami extended Toronto’s 
franchise-record losing 
streak to nine in a row. 

Dan Majerle. who came 
off the injured list before 
~rhe game, added 16 points 
and shot 5-of-6 from 3- 
point territory. 

John Wallace paced the 
raptors with 28 points 
while Damon Scoudamire 
had 21 points and 11 
assists. 

• Pistons 87, Hawks 85: 
In Auburn Hills. Michigan, 
Brian Williams scored 10 
of his 23 points in the 
fourth quarter to lead the 
Detroit over undermanned 
Atlanta. 

Atlanta was missing 
Steve smith (back) and 
Alan Henderson (ankle), 
while Detroit got Joe 
Dumars back from a shoul- 
der injury' and finally had 
gram hill at 100 per cent 
after a long bout with the 
flu. 

Hill had 19 points and 
nine assists and Dumars 
scored 16. Christian 
Laettner had 25 for Atlanta 
and Dikembe Mutumbo 
added 19 points and 12 
rebounds. 

• Hornets 95, Pacers 94: 
In Indianapolis, VJade 
Divac hit a free throw with 
2.6 seconds left and 
Indiana turned the ball over 
on its last possession. 

Indiana had overcome an 
18-point deficit in the sec- 
ond half and led 94-91 with 
1:05 to play. Anthony 
Mason's three-point play 
lied the game at 94 with 
43.2 seconds remaining 
and Indiana’s Jalen Rose 
had a turnover with 23.5 
left. 

The Hornets, who won 
their fourth straight and 
ended Indiana's three-game 
winning streak, held for a 
final shot and Divac was 
fouled. He made the first 
shot and missed the second. 

Dale Davis got the 
rebound and called time- 


out with 1.9 seconds 

remaining. rose then 

inbounded and the ball 
deflected off mark 

Jackson’s hands near centre 
court. 

• Magic 108. 76ers 94: In 
Philadelphia. Derek Strong 
had 21 points and 13 
rebounds and Horace Grant 
added 20 points on IO-for- 

13 shooting as Orlando 
defeated Philadelphia. 

Strong had 17 of his 
points in the first half, as 
the Magic shot 67 per cent 
to open up a 62-4 1 halftime 
lead. 

Rony Seikaly added 17 
points for the magic, who 
are 5-0 when scoring 100 
points and 5-0 when lead- 
ing at halftime. Orlando is 
also 7-0 when leading after 
three quarters. 

Jerry Stackhouse scored 
16 points and rookie Tim 
Thomas had a season-high 

14 for the 76ers. 

• Bucks 83, Mavericks 

62: In Dallas, Terrell 

Brandon scored 18 points 
and Ray Allen added 17 as 
Milwaukee dealt Dallas its 
ninth straight defeat and 
held the Mavericks to a 
franchise low for points. 

Glenn Robinson bad 14 
points and Armon Gilliam 
added 12 for the Bucks, 
who had lost three of their 
previous four. 

Michael Finley had 12 
points, Shawn Bradley 
added 1 1 and Hubert Davis 
had 10 for the Mavericks, 
who are winless since start- 
ing the season at 3-0. 

• Nets 93, Trail Blazers 
87: In East Rutherford, 
New Jersey, Jayson 
Williams put New Jersey 


ahead on a three-point play 
with 28 seconds to go and 
Chris Gatling made two big 
defensive plays down the 
stretch as the Nets defeated 
Portland. 

All five Nets’ starters 
scored in double figures as 
New Jersey won for the 
fifth time in six home 
games. 

Gatling finished with 23 
points and 10 rebounds. 
Williams had 15 points and 
1 1 rebounds and cassell 
had 17 points and 13 
assists. Kendall Gill added 
19 points, including a free 
throw and a layup in the 
final 18.3 seconds, and 
Kerry Kittles had 13. 

Arvydas Sabonis had 19 
points and 13 rebounds and 
Kenny Anderson scored^ 20. 

• Rockets 90, Warriors 
84: In Houston, Kevin 
Willis had 22 points and 19 
rebounds as Houston con- 
tinued to dig out of its 
early-season slump. 

The Rockets won their 
thir d straight game after 
losing their previous four, 
the Warriors dropped to I- 
10 . 

Houston led 43-40 ai the 
half but couldn't get a big 
edge until using an 11-4 
spurt at the start of the 
fourth quarter to open a 73- 
62 lead with 8:25 to play. 
Still, the Warriors hung 
around until the end, led by 
Latrell Sprewell with 28 
points, including seven 
over the final 2:03. 

Willis shot 9-for-20, 
dropping his season aver- 
age to a still-impressive 
55.5 per cent he had his 
double-double by halftime 
with 13 points and 13 


rebounds. 

* Snpersonics 84, 
Nuggets 80: In Denver, 
Gary Payton and Detlef 
Schrempf combined to 
score 1 1 of Seattle's last 13 
points as the Supersonics 
rallied to defeat winless 
Denver. 

Payton scored six points 
and Schrempf five over the 
final six minutes to help 
erase a 76-71 deficit. 
Seattle outscored Denver 
13-4 during that rally. 

Payton finished with 20 
points and Schrempf 12 as 
the Sonics overcame 38 per 
cent shooting. 

The Nuggets, missing 
starters Bryant Stith and 
Tony Battie because of 
injuries, fell to 0-11 and 
remained the NBA’s only 
winless team. 

* Jazz 103, Spurs 74: In 
Salt Lake City, Karl 
Malone had 20 points. 11 
rebounds. and seven assists 
before getting ejected and 
Utah used a 27-2 first-half 
run to coast past san 
Antonio. 

All five starters scored at 
least nine points for Utah 
(6-6), while the Spurs (7-5) 
made just 1 1 field goals in 
the first half and suffered 
their second blowout loss 
in as many nights. 

Jeff Homacek added 19 
points for Utah, Adam 
Keefe scored a season-high 
15 and Howard Eisley 
added 13. 

David Robinson recorded 
22 points and 1 1 rebounds 
for San Antonio, while 
Cory Alexander con- 
tributed 13 points off the 
bench. 


Celtic win 
keeps table 
race open 

GLASGOW I AFP) — 

Celtic’s 4-0 win over 
Dundee United puts them 
in pole position to grab the 
top Premiership position 
back from Hearts after 
Rangers failed to hold onto 
a 1-0 lead over 
Motherwell. 

And Celtic will hope the 
script stays the same next 
week after this demolition 
of Coca-Cola Cup final 
opponents Dundee United. 

A brace apiece for 
Andreas Thom and Henrik 
Lars son made for a major 
psychological boost for 
head coach Wim Jansens 
side ahead of the forth- 
coming Ibrox clash. 

Very little was given 
away before the interval 
until Erik Pedersen's push 
on David Hannah led to a 
35th minute penalty, neatly 
converted by Thom for a 1- 
0 half-time lead. 

But after the break, a 
well-balanced match 
turned emphatically in the 
home side's favour, with 
Dundee United keeper Sieb 
Dykstra at fault for 
Celtic's decisive second. 

He fumbled a Jaclde 
McNamara shot badly and 
Lars son slid in to poach 
therebound and double 
Celtic’s advantage after 64 
minutes. 

Six minutes later, Thom 
swept in a third after 
Morten Wieghorst broke 
through strongly from mid- 
field to put him clear on the 
right 

And after 77 minutes. 
Celtic made it a resounding 
4-0 when Swede Larsson 
expertly chipped an 
advancing Dykstra from 
the edge of the area to cap 
victory in style. 

Struggling Motherwell 
claimed their fourth point 
from the Old Firm inside 
eight days with a stirring 
second-half rally which 
ended with a late equaliser. 

Rangers, despite a 
reshuffled side, set the pace 
in die first-balf and 
deserved their interval lead. 
That goal came in the 20th 
minutes when Jorg Al hertz 
split the home defence and 
Ally McCoist slotted the 
ball past Stevie Woods. 

Motherwell picked up the 
pace after the break and 
snatched the equaliser 
after 80 minutes when 
Shaun McSkimming got 
the better of the break with 
Joachim Bjorklund. The 
ball broke to Owen Coyle 
and his pass was turned in 
by Tommy Coyne. 

Aberdeen presented their 
new manager Alex Miller 
with a point but their fans 
did not see the kind of reju- 
venated team they hoped 
for in their 1-1 draw at 
Dunfermline. 

The visitors were out- 
played in the- first half and 
lucky not to be a goal 
behind at half time. 

Even their goal in the 
66th minute was the result 
ofadefencive blunder. 

Andy Todd failed to clear 
a Steve Glass lob and the 
ball fell to an unmarked 
Billy Dodds who slammed 
the ball past goalkeeper Ian 
Westwater. 

Dunfermline showed all 
of their fighting spirit to 
come back in the 81st 
minute. 

An Ivo Den Bieman free 
kick was headed out by a 
defender straight to 
Stewart Petrie who had 
come on as a substitute 
seven minutes earlier. He 
rifled a bullet into the cor- 
ner of the Aberdeen net 
from 20 yards. 

Philip Scott’s first goal of 
the season — after just two 
minutes — gave St 
Johnstone three much 
needed premier division 
poiots at home to Hibs. 


1st Division Handball Championship 

Al Salt seek to increase lead 


By Roufan Nahbas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The second 
week of the second leg in 
Handball’s First Division 
Championship kicks off 
Monday with Al Salt meet- 
ing 7th placed LI mm Jozeh 
as” they look to increase 
their 1 8 point lead atop the 
standings. 

Al Salt took the lead last 
week after a 35-19 win over 
Kuffanjeh and are followed 
by Al Ahli and Al Arabi 
with 15 points each. 

The second leg of the 
championship started with, 
expected wins for Al Salt, 
AJ Hussein and AJ Arabi. 

• AI Arabi 37 Kufranjeh 
27: The experienced Al 
Arabi players gave their 
best against lowly 
Kufranjeh who looked 
helpless confronting Al 


Kufranjeh’s defence and 
kept the score running with 
a 17-11 first half lead. 

Kufranjeh were kept 
scoreless through the firai 
seven minutes of the first 
half. 

The second half was 
without any doubt domi- 
nated by Al Arabi as they 
bombarded Kufranjeh's 
goal and ended the match 
with a precious three-point 
win to move to second 
place with 15 points. 

• Al Salt 35 Umm Jozeh 
19: Al Salt scored an easy 
win and took an easy three 
points to stay on the top of 
the standings after a 35-19 
(14-6) win over Umm 
Jozeh. 

Al Salt played a merciless 
match depending on 
Mohammad and Ahmad 
Hindawi who paved the 
way for Tareq Rab’i and 
Mahmoud Yousef to easily 


Al Arabi 

pressured 

score as Al Salt ended the fina 

Standings after first week 

Team 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Salt 

8 

I 

__ 

296 

226 

18 

Al Ahli 

7 

1 

- 

289 

219 

15 

Arabi 

7 

- 

2 

327 

262 

15 

Hussein 

6 

- 

3 

272 

258 

13 

Amman 

3 

1 

5 

273 

267 

7 

Umm Jozeh 

3 

T 

5 

231 

285 

7 

Y. Shouneh 

2 

- 

6 

236 

236 

4 

Kufrsoum 

. 

1 

7 

217 

275 

1 

Kufranjeh 

- 

1 

8 

252 

313 

1 


first half 14-6. 

In the second half Umm 
Jozeh tried to put some 
pressure on their stubborn 
opponents but this attempt 
backfired and gave Al Salt 
the chance to widen their 
score and end the match 35~ 
19. 

* Al Hussein 37 Amman 
23: Ai Hussein played a 
heated match against 
Amman who tried to tie the 
first half. The first half 
ended 15-14 for AJ 
Hussein. 

The second half wit- 
nessed complaints and 
objections from Amman's 
players and the referee had 
to stop the match four 
times. Al Hussein ended the 
match 37-23. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Handball Federation 
received a letter from 
Kuffsoum Club citing with- 
drawal from the league for 


Arabi vs. Umm Jozeh 
Ai Ahli vs. Kufranjeh 
Salt vs. Y. Shouneh 
Hussein vs. Ku frsoum 


Schedule of second week 


Nov. 24 
Nov. 24 
Nov. 24 
Nov. 25 


Sports Palace 
Sports Palace 
Sports Palace 
Al Hass an City 




Scotland’s Colin McRae flies his Subaru Impreza over the jumps at the MiUbrook 
Testing Centre on the first day of the British RAC Rally November 23. On 
Monday the cars compete in the woodlands of Wales (Reuters photo) 



Britain’s Pilsudski (R) ridden by Michael Kinane crosses the finish fine to win the 
world’s richest race Japan Cup at Tokyo race course November 23. Whipped 
home by Kinane, he bravely held off Japanese filly Air Groove (L) by a, head to j 
end his career in a blaze of glory. The Japan Cup was Piteudski’s last race before 3 
he goes to stud in Japan (Reuters photo) 


CINEMA 


TEL.bMI +4 


a 

Q 
O 
H 


PHILADELPHIA 'l 1 

N. > 

Fran Drescher eft 
Timothy Dalton ... in 

THE BEAUTICIAN 
& THE BEAST 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL:ti34 144- 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 'N. CINEMA TEL:677420 V7 


CINEMA 


TEL: 079 33430 


K 




Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2° 



Patrick Stewart (ft 
Jonathan F rakes ...in 

STAR TREK 
FIRST CONTACT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10,30 


PLAZA 


NourAf Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 
8:15, 10:30 


CONCORD 


COHCOHD »!• 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

COHCOKB * 2 * 

SLEEPWALKERS 


A 




k Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only 


k 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Nour Al Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 
AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 
8:15, 10:45 



CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


at Am Yanwc ibaatZB 

TEL: 625155 


A 


ABDOUN 


NOTHING TO LOSE 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A 



NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

■ Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 


reservations csH- 640155. 625155 
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13th Arab Chamj )ions Cq 

Tunisia's Afriqi win title 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

HOSTS AL AFRIQI won [he i 3ih 
Arab Champions Cup after dea fear- 
ing Egypt's A1 Ahli 2-1 in the final 
match of the eight-team tournament 
which concluded in Tunisia Sun- 
day. 

Egypt's Al Ahli had made it to the 
final after defeating Ahli Jeddah 3- 
0 while Al Afriqi needed penalty 
kicks to secure their win over 
Tunisia's Al Safqasi after a 2-2 
draw fo Mowing extra time. 

Both finalists had topped their 
four-team groups in the first round 
from which Jordan's Al Wihdul 
were eliminated. 

In the first round. A l Afriqi drew 
0-0 with Algeria's Widad Talmasan. 
then beat Ahli Jeddah 3-1. and Al 
Wihdat 3-2 . 

In Group B. Egypt's Al Ahli beat 
Palestine’s Al Ama'ri 7-0. Kuthima 
of Kuwait 2-0 before drawing with 
Tunisia's Al Safqasi 1-1. 

Al Wihdat lost 3-2 to hosts Al 
Afriqi. 3-1 to Saudi Arabia's Ahli 
Jeddah and 7-0 to Algeria's Widad 
Talmasan capping their third 


appearance al the Arab Champions 
Cup which has been dominated by 
Saudi and Iraqi teams in 9 of the 
past 12 championships. 

A! Wihdul resume their local 
matches today when they play Al 
Ahli after returning home to an 
impressive local record with an 
unbeaten run in the Premier Leaoue 
and a semifinal berth in the Jordan 
Cup. 

Tim was only the fourth time Jor- 
danian teams have taken pan in the 
Arab Champions Cup. 

Al Ahli took part in the inaugural 
competition in 19S1 finishing^ last 
among the three competing teams. 
Al Faisali were the only Jordanian 
team lu advance to the second 
round in 1993. 

Al Hussein played in the 1993 
Cup. while A I Wihdat took part 
1995 and 1996. 

The winning team received 
S50.00Q. the runner-up S30.000. 
while the third and fourth finishers 
split S40.000. 

Each competing team received 
S5.000 from the Arab Soccer Feder- 
ation who also covered air-farc and 
accommodation. 



Real Madrid's Yugoslav Pedrag Mijatovic (L) is tackled by Athletic of Bilbao's 
Bernardo Rios during their First Division soccer match in Bilbao. The match 
ended 1-1 (Reuters photo) 


Manchester 
United stay 
top 

LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United stay top of 
the English Premiership 
after a scorching 5-2 goal 
spree at Wimbledon where 
David Beckham took centre 
stage despite spending most 
of the match on the bench. 

Beckham, with a little 
help from his friends, 
turned what was a nil-nil 
bore at half time into a real 
thriller. 

The bookmakers now 
have United S-I5 favourites 
to retain the Premiership 
with Arsenal second 
favourite at 4-1 despite 
being ousted from the sec- 
ond spot by Blackburn. 

United had Jed 2-0 before 
Wimbledon equalized, only 
for David Beckham. Paul 
Scholes, with a cheeky 
backheel. and then Andy 
Cole to earn them their win 
for a one point lead over 
Blackburn. who beat 
Chelsea 1-0. Arsene 
Wenger's Arsenal dropped 
to third spot after a 2-0 loss 
to Sheffield Wednesday, 
while at the other end of the 
table. Barnsley shocked 
Liverpool at 14) Anfieldrn 
with Ashley Wand on target. 

Elsewher. the band h?at 
out a victory roll and the 
fans roared their approval 
as Ron Atkinson returned to 
Hillsborough to lead 
Sheffield Wednesday to vic- 
tory against high-riding 
Arsen aL 

Blackburn beat Chelsea 
1-0 at home thanks to a 
Gary Croft goal. The 23- 
year-old former England 
Under-21 defender, who 
joined Rovers from Grims- 
by last year, pounced after 
10 minutes to break the 
deadlock. 

Derby beat Coventry 3-1 
while Leicester and Bolton 
played out a goalless draw. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


REGIONAL OFFICE OF EUROPEAN INTERNAT- 
IONAL CHEMICAL DISTRIBUTION COMPANY 
LOOKING FOR A 

CHEMICAL ENGINEER / CHEMIST 

! TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR TECHNICAL AND COMMERCIAL | 
DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIALTY CHEMICALS . APPLICANT 
TO BE 22-30 YEARS OLD AND FLUENT IN ENGLISH. 


CANDIDATES S110UI.D SL-N'l) T!il:!it t'.V. WITH mTM‘ Pi 10 Hi TO:- 
. . .TI Hi MANAGER, P.O. BOX 9355. AMMAN 11191. 


CAR FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

Mercedes 200 1 984, central lock 
sunroof, tinted glass, dark green 
in very good condition. 

Irbid 02-7100878 


2 Super Deluxe fully furnished 
apartments in prime locations 
with panoramic views. ( one in 
Rabfe and the other in Sweitiyeh 

opposite Deir Ghbar ). 

Please contact Tel. : 838758 , 079 / 31234 


<4* & 

& 
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® American Women of amman 

^CHRISTMAS CHARITY 

§ bazaar^ 


T*- FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2$ra 199? 
AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
11 AM TO 4 PM 




Confident boxers start competition today 

Jordan scores 1st win at Southwest Asian Games 

Kingdom might be requested to 
hold 9th Pan-Arab Games in 1999 


Bv Aleen Bannayan 
in Amman and Jordan 
Sports Media 
reporters in Tehran 


JORDAN'S BOXERS and 
wrestlers are hoping that 
they will be the first to gain 
medals when their events 
get underway Monday 
after a siring of negative 
results al the 1 st Southwest 
Asian Games currently 
underway in Tehran, Iran, 
with 12 countries compet- 
ing in 17 sports events. 

The only event Jordan 
competed in on Sunday 
was tennis as Ahmad Al 
Hadeed made up for two 
consecutive losses to Iran 
and Tajikistan in the team 
event by scoring a 6- 1 . 6-2 
over Turkmenistan in the 
men’s singles. 

Jordan is slated to play its 
last team event match 
against Turkmenistan 
today. 

Ayed Kawaldeh, who 
became the only Jordanian 
to win three medals at 
July’s Pan-Arab Games 
will contest (he 54-kilo- 
gramme weightlifting com- 
petition Monday. 

“I am confident of my 
capabilities. I hope I wifi 
be the first to gain a gold 
medal. I pray that the rest 
of my teammates will aslo 
be successful in their 
respective competitions," 
added Khawaldeh. 

Meanwhile, the weigh-in 
for boxing also starts today 
with Jordan’s Five boxers in 
high spirits vowing to score 
advanced results. 

All five boxers were 
medal winners at the Pan- 
Arab Games, however they 
are likely to face experi- 
enced opponents like an 
Iranian boxer who was run- 
ner-up in the World Chants 
pionships. 


SHEIKH AHMAD AL FA HD A I Sabah, chairman of the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), Sunday told reporters that 
the Arab Sports Federation is likely lo request Jordan to 
forward the date of the Pan- Arab Games from 2001 to 
1999. 

The OCA chairman explained that the reason was that the 
2nd Southwest Asian Games were slated for 2001 in Beirut 
Lebanon, and it would be unfavourable to hold both Games 
in the same year. 

However. Al Sabah said that should not be an issue to 
worry about. 

“The Med Games and the last Pan Arab Games were held 
this summer, and there was no problem. So even if the 9lh 
Games remain unchanged we will see that both are a suc- 


cess. 

A I Sabah also pointed out to shortcomings or organisa- 
tional snags in the Tehran Games which he said were 
expected in the First ever Southwest Asian Games. 

“The Games are here to slay. The fact that Beirut, Kuwait 
and Syria are bidding for the next Games is very reassur- 
ing.” 

Al Sabah pointed out that the next OCA meeting will dis- 
cuss qualifying terms, marketing and issues related to host- 
ing and facilities. He added that the next Games should 
host more athletes and have more events. 

“The Asian Gaines began with only a handful of coun- 
tries. Now we have 43 nations competing in 37 sports with 
revenues totalling $100 million. 


from the w restling and bad- 
minton. Team tennis could 
nol have gone better with 
the team missing the coun- 
try's current lop tennis 
players. Paris and Laith 
Azzouni who were unable 
10 join the team for person- 
al reasons leaving A I 
Hadeed as the only player. 
He was surprisingly joined 
by team manager Mazen 
Hatamleh as player in the 
team event: 

Meanwhile, it was not yet 
clear if the organising com- 
mittee decided to keep the 
marathon for which only a 
handful of athletes have 
turned up nor if the athlet- 
ics schedule had been 
altered. 

Jordan also requested the 
organisers to hold the 

10.000 metres on the third 
day of the athletics event in 
order to enable Awwad 
Sreyes to take pan in the 

5.000 metres on the first 
day. 

Open to men's teams 
only, the Nov. 19-28 
Games have brought 
together athletes from 


Tajikistan. Turkmenistan, 
Kuwait. Lebanon. Yemen, 
Jordan and Iran. 

Jordan’s 37-member del- 
egation comprises 19 ath- 
letes competing in 8 
events: Athletics, boxing, 
fencing, badminton, tennis, 
wrestling. weightlifting 
and judo. 

The games also include 
basketball, karate, table 
tennis, soccer, handball, 
taekwondo shooting and 
swimming. 

Unable to cover air-fare, 
many Jordanian federa- 
tions opted to stay away 
from the Games. Among 
the Kingdom's declining 
federations are equestrian, 
handball, basketball, vol- 
leyball, shooting and table 
tennis. 

However, in an effort to 
increase the Kingdom's 
competitive chances, the 


Jordan Olympic Commit- 
tee (JOC) sponsored 
excelling players by paying 
for medal- winning athletes 
at July's Pan-Arab Games, 
while the rest of the partic- 
ipating federations covered 
their own expenses. 

Jordan took a total of 40 
medals, including 10 gold, 
8 silver and 22 bronze 
medals to finish fifth 
among the 19 participating 
countries gaining more 
gold medals in Beirut than 
m the past seven Pan-Arab 
Games altogether, and cap- 
ping the best Jordanian par- 
ticipation since the event 
was first held in 1953. 

Twelve medal- winners 
are included in the delega- 
tion including Fakruldin 
Fuad and Tareq Najjar (ath- 
letics), Mousa Khalaf 
(judo), Mohammad Abu 
Khadijeh, Ayman Nadi, 


Kama! Abdul Hamid. 
Khaldoun Abdul Hamid 
and Basel Hindawi (box- 
ing), Abdul Hakim Abu 
Sneineh and Ismail Sheikh 
(wTestling). Ayed 

Khawaldeh (weightlifting), 
and Amer Natour i fenc- 
ing). 

Only three of the eight 
federations participating in 
the Tehran Games were 
impressive in Beirut. 

The boxing, athletics and 
weightlifting teams earned 
five medals each while the 
wrestlers took four. Judo 
and fencing earned a medal 
each. 

On the other hand, some 
of the declining federations 
had impressive results ar 
the Pan-Arab Games like 
the gold medal-winning 
soccer team and table ten- 
nis who took two bronze 
medals. 


In two days of competi- —Saudi Arabia, Syria; Palest — 
lion Jordan was eliminated tine, Oman, Kyrgyzstan, 


VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 
IN AQABA 

For more information call 
Tel.: 314332 — 315404 


For Rent In Abdoun 


Two Superdeluxe equipped furnished apartment are now 
available in La Maison "46" near American Embassy. 

1. Ground floor apartment With separate garden and 
entrance, total actual area 200 sq.m. 

2. Roof apartment. With total area 230 sq.m., surrounded 
by a terrace of 1 70 sq.m. 

For more information please call:- 
Td.: 866283 - 866284 (9:30 sun — 4:30 p.m.) 

Mobile: 079-23311 


Are you Having Difficulty 
Learning Arabic .. ?? 


* We've Got the Solution 


Arabic Colloquial & Standard 

Courses Available to all Levels 
Maximum 10 Students In Each Class 
Private Lessons Available 
Professional Teaching Staff 


Pli’iHv Contact Dr. CliuiUr. ft-f. 04616 0 9-65126 


WANTED 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR 

THE AMERICAN EMBASSY in Amman is looking for a 
computer systems administrator. 

Successful candidate must have excellent knowledge of 
the operation, maintenance, and repair requirements of 
computers and LAN systems. 

Must have experience in developing, utilising, and 
maintaining specific software through the application of 
various programming languages. 

Must be able to analyse specific software and operating 
systems to determine their impact on workload, office 
productivity, automation, and current computer systems. 
Qualifications: 

Degree in computer science, information systems 
management, or equivalent. Excellent knowledge and 
experience in the installation and maintenance of Novell 
and Windows NT networks. Excellent working 
knowledge of English and Arabic. 

Candidates will be invited to a testing process. Only 
qualified applicants need apply. Interested persons may 
pick up an application from the embassy and submit it 
with a recent picture to the attention of the Personnel 
Officer. 

Deadline for receiving applications is December 7, 1997. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

WE ARE LEADING DISTRIBUTORS OF CONSUMER 
PRODUCTS EXCLUSIVELY REPRESENTING PROCTER & 
GAMBLE, CLOROX AND MARS IN JORDAN. 

We are looking for young and dynamic candidates for the 
position of: 

1. SALES SECTION MANAGER. 

2. VAN SALES REPRESENTATIVES. 

3. SALES MERCHANDISER. 

Requirements for the above positions must be: 

— Aged between 21-29. 

— Valid Jordanian driving licence. 

— Pleasant and extrovert personality. 

— Problem solver. 

— Creativity and innovation. 

— Priority setting. 

— Good communication skills. 

— Good command of English/Arabic. 

We offer the successful candidate: 

— A professional work environment. 

— Comprehensive training. 

— Career potential in sales. 

— A competitive remuneration package. 

Candidates who meet the above specifications, are kindly 
requested to fax their detailed CV to: 

FAX NO. 06-826289 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

We are leading distributors of consumer products 
exclusively representing Procter & Gamble, Clorox and 

Mars in Jordan. 

WE ARE LOOKING TO HIRE 

A SALES SUPERVISOR 
IN JORDAN 

i THE RIGHT CANDIDATE WOULD: 

Be a university graduate. 

Be fluent in English/Arabic. 

Be self-motivated with high work standards and have a positive 
attitude. 

Have excellent management skills. 

Be between 25-35 of age. 

Have good communication skills. 

Be a problem solver. 

Have priority setting. 

Be pleasant and extrovert personality. 

Have at last 5 years experience in similar positions. 

Preferably be a holder of a Jordanian driving licence. 

WE OFFER THE SUCCESSFU L CANDIDATE: 

A rewarding career with a professional company. 

An extensive training and development programme. 

An opportunity for future growth. ^ ~ ~~ 

A complete and comprehensive package including salary + 
incentive + transportation + medical and life insurance. 

If you match the above requirements please submit your CV with a 
recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 792, Amman 11118 within 10 days 
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Netanyahu, settlers VOW to move Netanyahu chief-of-staff resigns 

more Jews in Arab east Jerusalem 1 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Sunday promised . more 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem in response to 
the killing of a religious stu- 
dent by suspected Palestinian 
activists. 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke at the 
dormitory of a Jewish reli- 
gious seminary in the Muslim 
quarter of Jerusalem’s walled 
Old City, where the slain stu- 
dent lived. 

Gabriel Hirschberg. 26. was 
killed by automatic weapon 
fire early Thursday as he 
returned to the dormitory. 
Another student was wound- : 
ed in the same attack. Police 
said they suspected the shoot- 
ing was carried out by 
Palestinians. 

“We will bless the memory 
of Gabi with building in 
Jerusalem.” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. ‘‘We will honour the 
memory of Gabi by our set- 
tlement of Jerusalem and our 
development and building.” 

The seminary belongs to 
Ateret Cohanim. a group 
involved in buying up proper- 


ty for Jews in the Muslim 
quarter and other Arab areas. 

Also on Sunday, Jewish set- 
tlers vowed to move more 
families into occupied 
Jerusalem's walled Old City 
in answer to the killing of a 
Jewish seminary student in an 
apparent Palestinian attack. 

“We found 18 places and in 
these IS places we decided 
overnight to begin refurbish- 
ing them in order to settle in 
the coming year, with God’s 
help, 18 more families,” said 
Matti Dan, head of the Ateret 
Cohanim settlement 

Mr. Dan spoke at the semi- 
nary with Premier Netanyahu 
sitting by his side in a show of 
support for the seeders' pres- 
ence-in the heart of Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

A few hours later police 
said students from the semi- 
nary showed up al an Old 
City house they insisted 
belonged to Jews. They 
talked to a police commander 
and left before about 20 
Arabs arrived. Police pre- 
vented them from entering by 
force. 

Palestinians complained 
last week about the Israeli 
uovemmenfs civc(i««n ol* a 


new police outpost following 
the attack. They assailed it as 
yet another Israeli bid to 
deprive them of their land. 

Authorities sealed off large 
sections of the Old City and 
hundreds of troops patrolled 
its nairow alleys as Ml 
N etanyahu and several cabi- 
net ministers toured the site of 
last week's shooting. 

“We intend to continue with 
other things that will allow us 
to enforce our sovereignty 
over all parts of Jerusalem 
and to facilitate the settlement 
of Jews everywhere,” Ml 
Netanyahu said at the semi- 
nary. 

Dan's deputy Yossi 
Kaufman said they had dis- 
cussed the plan with Mr. 
Netanyahu to settle more 
Jews in Arab quarters of the 
Old City. 

“The prime minister said in 
a positive manner that our 
requests appear acceptable to 
him,” Mr. Kaufman said, 

Israel occupied Arab East 
Jerusalem in 1967. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority wants to make 
Arab east Jerusalem the capi- 
tal of the future Palestinian 


In Gaza, President Yasser 
Arafat urged U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to give peace- 
making a push. 

. “What is important is a real 
push from the American 
administration towards the 
Israeli government which is 
not until now implementing 
accurately and honestly whai 
has been signed and what has 
been agreed upon in the 
White House under the super- 
vision of President Clinron 
himself," be told reporters. 

Mr. Clinton made an urgent 
appeal cm Friday for a 
renewed resolve among 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
revive peace moves. 

Ateret Cohanim boasts to 
have settled more than 60 
Jewish families in Arab quar- 
ters of ihe Old City, in addi- 
tion- to seminaries, syna- 
gogues and shops, since 
1967. 

A Miami-based Jewish mil- 
lionaire. backed by Ateret 
Cohanim, stood behind the 
September settler takeover of 
two buildings in Ras AJ 
Amoud. an Arab quarter out- 
side the Old City, which 
threatened to ignite 
Puk-omi. im- 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahus controversial 
chief-of-staff and right-hand 
man. Avigdor Lieberman, 
resigned Sunday in an appar- 
ent bid to defuse a revolt by 
senior members of the ruling 
Likud Party. 

Mr. Netanyahu issued a 
statement acceptihg the resig- 
nation of “Yvette” Lieberman, 
a Russian immigrant nick- 
named Rasputin by his critics 
for his tireless behind-the- 
scenes manoeuvring for his 
boss. 

“I express great sorrow over 
tins resignation of a good, 
trustworthy friend who stood 
by me for many years.” Ml 
Netanyahu said. 

Several ministers had 
demanded Mr. Lieberman 's 
dismissal since a Likud con- 
vention earlier this month at 
which he was accused of wag- 
ing a campaign to strengthen 
Mr. Netanyahu’s position in 
the party at the expense of 
potential leadership rivals. 

At Mr. Lieberman 's instiga- 
tion, the convention voted to 
abandon primary elections to 
select candidates for parlia- 
ment and other posts, putting 
that responsibility in the hands 
i if a central committee domi- 
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We've taken 

your comfort to new lengths. 


From 22nd November, the new British Airways Club World business class will be introduced on all our flights 
from Beirut, Amman and Damascus to London. With our body-contoured tilting cradle seat, you will experience 
a sensation of comfort unmatched in any business class. For more information, call your local travel agent or 
British Airways on Beirut 738794/5/6/7, Damascus 3310000 or Amman 828801. 


Operated by the independent carrier British Mediterranean Airways Ltd. 


http://www.bri1ish-airway5.com 
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nated by Netanyahu loyalists. 

The move, which was 
opposed by most senior Likud 
leaders, was seen as designed 
to give Mr. Netanyahu the 
power to sideline potential 
rivals and silence critics in 
parliament 

Critics were particularly 
outraged because while Mr. 
Netanyahu publicly called 
during the convention for the 
primary vote to be postponed 
Mr. Lieberman lobbied suc- 
cessfully behind the scenes for 
an immaiiate decision. 

Following the convention, a 
group of ministers and other 
Likud heavyweights openly 
plotted to oust Mr. Netanyahu 
while he was abroad for five 
days. 

The mutiny was led by a 
mixed group of figures from 
the party’s far-right and mod- 
erate wings, including former 
ministers Benny Begin and 
Dan Meridor, 

Communications Minister 

Limor Livnal and the mayors 
of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 
Ehud Olmert and Rorti Milo. 

Since his return on 
Wednesday, Ml Netanyahu 
has sought to quell die mutiny. 

He first named a special 
committee to look into “irreg- 
ularities” at the party conven- 
tion and then promised to put 
the primaries cancellation to a 
vote of the 200,000 rank-and- 
lile Likud members who have 
in the past been charged with 
picking candidates. 

But in his public statements 
Mr. Netanyahu refused the 
calls for Mr. LAebennan’s dis- 
missal. 

Israel Television quoted 
.iNSOciaies of Ml Lieberman 
raying he had felt repudiated 
hy Ml Netanyahu’s decision 
to order a probe into the Likud 
convention scandal and (tedd- 
ed to resign. 

But most analysts viewed 
1 he resignation as a first sig- 


nificant climbdown by Mr. 
Netanyahu, who has in the 
past dealt with threats to his 
position by brazenly attacking 
his opponents. 

Today the prime minister 
appears chastened by the 
scope of the mutiny against 
him within the Likud, and by 
popularity polls which show 
him trailing far behind Labour 
leader Ehud Barak. 

“Another domino has fallen 
and it will lead to the downfall 
of this government,” said 
Labour Party deputy Dahlia 
Yitzik. 

Science Minister Michael 
Eitan, who had been highly 
critical of Mr. Ueberman’s 
role but played a mediating 
role between Ml Netanyahu 
and his harshest Likud oppo- 
nents, called Mr. Lieberman’s 
resignation “a good, required 
step." 

“He has contributed a lot to 
the Likud with this decision,” 
said Mr. Eitan, who once 
lamented that “whatever hap- 
pens in this country, for better 
or for worse, is due to Yvette 
Lieberman.” 

There was no immediate 
reaction from those Likud fig- 
ures who led the recent anti- 
Netanyahu revolt 

Mr. Lieberman, 38. emigrat- 
ed to Israel from the former 
Soviet Union in 1978 and had 
a reputation as a brawling 
anti-Arab militant in his stu- 
dent days at Hebrew 
University. 

He rase to become Mr. 
Netanyahu's chief aide in the 
opposition, when the Likud 
played a leading role in the 
virulent anti-government 
campaign that preceded the 
assassination of Labour Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
November 1995. 

He was appointed chief-of- 
staff immediately after Mr. 
Netanyahu took office in June 
1996. 


Clinton lashes out at 
Netanyahu — press 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton has told 
Israeli visitors that he has lost 
faith in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
feels the right-wing Israeli 
leader’s policies are under- 
mining U.S. interests in the 
Middle East. Israel's major 
newspapers reported Sunday. 

Ml Clinton was said to 
have made the unusually 
frank criticism of Mr. 
Netanyahu during a White 
House luncheon Friday with 
former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Petes and Leah 
Rabin, widow of assassinated 
Israeli leader Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Petes and Ms. Rabin 
were invited to the White 
House to give President 
Clinton a peace prize for his 
efforts in helping Israel's for- 
mer government under 
Yi tzhak Rabin reach peace 
agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

Israel's major newspapers 
all gave front-page coverage 
u> t£e White House meeting, 
noting that Ml Clinton found 
four hours to spend with two 
leaders of Israel's “peace 
camp” while he had been 
unable to schedule any 
encounters with Mr. 
Netanyahu when the prime 
minister was in the U.S. last 
week. 

U.S. officials have said 
IVesident Clinton will meet 
with Mr. Netanyahu some- 
time next month, but Israeli 
press reports said the U.S. 
Lxlministration was purposely 
holding bark on setting a date. 

The papers as well as Israel 
Radio and Television all quot- 
ed U.S. and Israeli partici- 
pants in Friday’s gathering as 
saying Mr. Clinton and presi- 
dential aides had made their 
harshest criticism yet of Ml 
N etanyahu's hardline stance 
in Israeli-Palestinian peace 
efforts. 

Ml Clinron was notably 
quoted as saying Mr. 
Netanyahu had backed down 
on an agreement to work out 
'ome form of “time out” in 
Jewish setdemenl expansion 
in disputed area. 

The settlement issue and 
Mr. Netanyahu's refusal to 
curry out promised troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank led to a breakdown in 
negotiations last March and 
his intransigence on the two 
issues continues to hamper 
I'.S. efforts to mediate a 


resumption of talks. 

The press reports said Ml 
C linton complained that 
broad Arab anger over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policies and 
frustration with Washington’s 
inability to break the deadlock 
had undermined U.S. efforts 
to gamer regional support in 
the standoff with Iraq over 
U.N. weapons inspections. 

Interviewed on Israel 
Radio, Ml Peres refused to 
reveal what Mr. Clinton told 
him. 

Ml Netanyahu’s 

spokesman, David Bar-Elan 
denied the reports. 

“There has been no promise 
made about freezing building 
and settlements,” he told AFP. 

Mr. Bar-Elan said Israel had 
agreed to discuss “the notion 
of a time out” in settlement, 
but said for the current gov- 
ernment tins would never 
mean a halt to the expansion 
of current settlements. 

When asked about the state 
of Israel-U.S. relations, how- 
ever, Ml Bar-Elan acknowl- 
edged that tiie two sides 
“seem to disagree on who is 
responsible for the difficul- 
ties” being experienced in the 
peace process. 

He reiterated Israeli charges 
that the Palestinian National 
Authority had still taken “no 
action against, terrorism" and 
that there could be no real 
progress in the peace process 
until this changed. 

The Yediot Abaronot news- 
paper reported Sunday that 
Mr. Netanyahu had added to 
U.S. alarm during a meeting 
Nov. 14 in London with 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright when he said Israel's 
much-awaited next troop 
pullback from the West Bank 
would concern only three to 
five per cent of the territory. 

Washington reportedly 
wants the pullback to cover at 
least IQ per cent of the West 
Bank and the Yediot Aharonot 
said Ms. Albright made clear 
she would publicly voice her 
frustration with Israel if it 
does not make a sufficient 
offer on the withdrawals and 
settlements issued by early 
December: 

Under U-S.-backsd inrerim 
peace accords, Israel is oblig- 
ed by mjd-1998 to cany out 
three more troop pullbacks 
from the West Bank, where 
Palestinians currently have 
full control over only three 
per cent of the area. 



Duck arrested 

for sorcery 

KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Kinshasa police have taken 
into custody a duck suspect- 
ed of sorcery after causing a 
traffic accident, a local 
newspaper reported. The 
duck had collided with a 
minibus, shattering its 
windscreen and raining bro- 
ken glass on its passengers, 
the daily La Tempete des 
Tropiques said. When the 
duck landed unharmed on a 
passenger's lap, angry com- 
muters surrounded him and 
cursed him as a devil, con- 
vinced that evil influences 
had caused the accident 
The driver rescued the duck 
from the crowd but took 
him to the nearest police 
station “to see justice 
done.” The daily gave no 
hint of the duck’s fate. 

Britain’s anti-drugs 

deputy admits 

smoking cannabis 

LONDON (AFP) — One of 
the two men appointed to 
lead the British govern- 
ment's crusade against drug 
abuse admitted to having 
tried cannabis when he was 
a student Michael Trace, 

36, who bolds a $72,000 a 
year job as anti-drugs coor- 
dinator, said his history was 
very familiar to most stu- 
dents around the early 
1980s. “Mr. Trace has said 
that 16 years ago, when he 
was a student, he once tried 
smoking a joint. It is all a 
very long rime ago,” a gov- 
ernment spokesman said, 

Celine Dion and Jean 
Chretien — descendants 
of Charlemagne? 

QUEBEC (AFP) — 
Canada’s pop priestess and 
the country's prime minister 
are just two of the thou- 
sands of Quebeckers said to 
be directly descended -from 
Charlemagne, according to 
the Canadian-French 
Genealogical Society. In 
their most recent bulletin 
“Memoires." the group 
asserts that singer Celine 
Dion and Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien enjoy royal 
lineage as descendants of 
Catherine Baillon. who 
arrived in Quebec from 
France in 1669. Researchers 
said Baillon was the 29th 
generation from her progen- 
itor, the Emperor 
Charlemagne, who ruled 
what is now France from 
768 to 814. 

Modine fails to 
’jangle his stuff in 
upcoming Altman movie 

HOLLYWOOD (AFP) — 
Matthew Modine tried but 
failed at an attempt at full- 
frontal nudity in the upcom- 
ing movie “Short Cuts,” 
directed by Robert Altman. 
Modine said that he wanted 
to appear totally naked in a 
scene in which the woman 
playing his wife, Julianne 
Moore, stands nude for a 
monologue for a painfully 
long time. “It was only fair, 
and I didn't mind doing 
equal time ” Modine says. 

“I was all ready to do it, 
since my female co-star had 
to stand there nude, but no,” 
Modine says. “I wouldn’t 
have minded. Look at my 
hands, look at my feet 
everything’s in proportion!” 

Altman nixed the idea, say- 
ing he couldn’t deal with all ' 
that scuff jangling in front of g 
men — though he apparent- * 
ly has no problems showing f 
off all that stuff jangling in 3 
front of women. g 

Jackie Chan reveals S 

his attitude to life I 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 1 
Hong Kong’s international 1 
superstar Jackie Chan 1 
Wednesday launched a 1 
worldwide campaign to sell f 
the magic of his personal ft 
success in a movie called 1 
“My Story.” The globally £ 
renowned action super-star | 
said atthe launch that “My g 
Story” was the result of a 1 
two-year production with a | 
camera crew following him | 
.from Hollywood, Beijing, | 
and South Africa. *Tbey I 
followed me everywhere, | 
except into the Toilets,” said 1 
Chan. I 



